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To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  Hilton  Young,  Minister  of  Health,  and 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Batley. 

This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Circular  1346  (England),  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  2nd  October,  1933. 

General  Statistics,  1933. 

Area  of  Borough  in  Acres 3,227 

Civil  Population  (Registrar-Generabs  Estimate)  34,040 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  (Males  16,047,  Females  18,526)  34,573 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  193b)  9,808 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census  (1931)  9,833 

Population  living  more  than  two  persons  per  room 

(Census,  1931)  14.0% 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1933  (according  to  Rate-books)  10,082 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 3.4 

Density  of  population  per  acre  10.5 

Number  of  Births  (Males  218,  Females  229)  447 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  7,  Females  15)  22 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  living 13.1 

Number  of  Still  Births  Registered 26 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  births  registered  49.2 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Residents,  who  died  away 

from  Batley  (Males  235,  Females  268)  503 

Net  Death-Rate  per  1,000  living 14.8 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  55.9 

Illegitimate  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  6.7 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  (all  forms),  per  1,000  0.47 

Phthisis  Death-Rate  per  1,000' 0.32 

Zymotic  Death JRate  per  1,000  ...  0.62 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-Rate  per  1,000  (excluding 

Phthisis)  1.8 

Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  1,8 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  (including  all  forms  of 

Tuberculosis)  453 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  25 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tubeiculosis  notified '...  9 

Number  of  Inquests 48 

Rateable  Value  £142,975 

Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ produces Estimated  £536  approx. 

Rainfall  in  inches  23.59 

Number  of  Wet  Days  15] 

Parliamentary  Voters  23,830 

Local  Government  Voters  17,502 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed £8,582  12s.  9d. 

Primary  Vaccinations,  exclusive  of  Smallpox  Contacts  ...  60 

Exemption  Certificates  Granted  401 

Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 

Order 2,330  lb.  Cost  £164  15s.  5d. 

Infants  Born  during  1933,  fed  wholly  or  partially  from 

Public  Funds 8.9% 


[PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  1933. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Borough  of  Batley. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1933  and  Previous  Years. 


Nett  Deaths  belongino  to  the 

District. 

Nett  Births. 

- 

Yearly 

Estimated 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Average 

Population. 

Rate  per 

Number 

Hate 

Number 

1.000  Nett 

Number. 

Rate. 

per  1,000 

Births 

per  1,000 

10  years 
1901-10 
10  years 

31,694 

827 

26.1 

143 

171 

537 

17.0 

1911-20 
10  years 

36,435 

676 

20.5 

93 

123 

571 

16.0 

1921-30 

35,765 

624 

17.3 

48 

76.5 

482 

18,4 

Year 

1931 

34,890 

509 

14.6 

31 

60.9 

465 

13.3 

1932 

34,550 

465 

13.4 

27 

58.06 

494 

14.3 

1933 

34,040 

447 

13,1 

26 

55.9 

503 

14.8 

Kngland  & Wales  . 
118  County  Bor- 

14.4 

64 

12.3 

oughs  and  Great 
Towns  including 

- 

14.4 

67 

12.2 

London 

131  Smaller  Towns 

14  3 

56 

10.9 

London 

... 

13.1 

59 

12.3 

Total.  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  425  211  214 

Illegitimate  22  7 15  Birth  Rate  13.1 

Stillbirths  26  14  . 12  Rate  per  1000 

total  births  58.2 

Deaths  503  235  268  Death  Rate  14.8 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — Deaths.  total  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  Nil.  

Other  puerperal  causes  2 4.5 

Total  2 4.5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 55.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  51.8 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  136.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  5 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough(  all  ages)  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 2 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Batley  for  the  Year  1933. 


1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

19. 

Bronchitis  

29 

fevers  

1 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

29 

2.  Measles  

5 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

2 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

4.  Whooping  Cough  

2 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 

5.  Diphtheria  

8 

years)  

2 

6.  Influenza  

14 

24. 

Appendicitis 

1 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

2 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

1 

8.  Cerebro  spinal  fever  

1 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

3 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

6 

system  

11 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

19 

10.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

11.  Syphilis  

— 

30. 

Other*  puerperal  causes  ... 

2 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  in- 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  prema- 

sane, tabes  dorsalis  

1 

ture  birth,  malforma- 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

61 

tionSj  etc 

9 

14.  Diabetes  

5 

32. 

Senility  

5 

15.  Cerebral  hemorrhage,  etc. 

35 

33. 

Suicide  

5 

16.  Heart  disease 

134 

34. 

Other  violence  

15 

17.  Aneurysm  

— 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

44 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

42 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 

known   

— 

Special  Causes  (included 

in 

No. 

35  above)  : — 

Smallpox  ... 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis — 

Causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  specially  noteworthy  in  the 
area  during  the  year  have  been  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria, 
which  are  referred  to  later.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  condition  of  occupation  or  environment  which  has  a prejudicial 
effect  on  health  apart  from  the  local  housing  conditions  and  over- 
crowding. There  is  no  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  so  far  as 
I am  aware,  that  unemployment  has  exercised  any  significant  in- 
fluence on  the  health  or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. — These  have  been  described  in  previ- 
ous annual  reports.  Reference  may  be  made  to  page  5 of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1930.  No  local  occupation  appears  to  exert 
any  particularly  deleterious  influence  on  the  public  health,  which 
is  contrary  to  expectation. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Batley  News  ” of  Decem- 
ber 30th,  1933,  and  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  local  trade 
conditions : — 

With  4,504  more  people  in  work  than  a year  ago,  the  Heavy 
Woollen  District  can  face  1934  with  every  confidence.  Local 
industrialists,  cautious  men  in  the  best  of  days,  forecast  a good 
time  next  year.  It  is  indeed  heartening  to  find  such  optimism 
among  them,  after  so  many  black  years/’ 
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POPULATION. — At  the  1931  Census  the  population  of  Batley 
proved  to  he  34,573.  The  Begistrar-General  estimates  the  popula- 
tion of  Batley  at  the  middle  of  1933  to  be  34,040. 

BIRTHS. — The  Registrar-General  reports  the  registration — 
which  is  distinct  from  notification — of  447  births  in  Batley  during 
1933.  There  were  26  still  births  registered  in  addition  to  the  live 
births. 

The  nett  brith  rate  for  Batley  is  13.1  per  thousand  of  population 
for  the  year  1933.  It  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough, 
so  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907.— Doctors  notified  75, 
midwives  442,  and  other  persons  24  births,  a total  of  541  during 
1933.  Of  these  30  were  still  births. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. — This  is  55.9  per  thousand  of 
the  births  registered. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE  is  14.8  per  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

A comparison  with  other  years  may  be  made  by  referring  to 
the  Table,  which  gives  the  vital  statistics  for  1933  and  previou* 
years. 


6 


SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


I.  Detailed  information  as  to  the  Health  Services  was  given  in 
the  Annual  Reports  for  1930  and  1931.  No  alterations  or  develop- 
ments have  taken  place  during  1933  other  than  the  provision  under 
certain  circumstances,  of  dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers, 
where  necessary. 


(i)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

(a)  MEDICAL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Medical 
Superintendent  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  School 
Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Superintendent  Maternity  Home 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  M.  and  C.W.  (part  time) 

School  Oculist  and  Hon.  Ophth. 
Surgeon  Maternity  Home  (part 
time)  

Dental  Surgeon  to  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  (part-time)  

(b)  OTHERS. 


G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H., 
(Camb.),  Barrister-at-Law  (Inner 
Temple). 


Gwendolen  Buckle,  M.B.,  B.S., 

(Durh.). 

Randal  Herley,  B.A.,  L.R.C.P.  and 
S.  (Edin.),  D.R.F.P.  and  S. 
(Glas). 

G.  C.  Grundy,  D.D.S.,  L.R.C.P.  & S 
(Edin.),  L.R.F.P.  & S.  (Glas.)  ... 


School  Dentist  (part  time)  

Veterinary  Inspector  (part  time) 

Public  Analyst  (part  time)  

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  

Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 
Superintendent  School  Nurse, 
Administrative  Matron  of 
Maternity  Home  


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 

Chief  Clerk  

Clerk 

Clerk  


Marion  M.  Thom,  L.D.S. 

Geo.  Whitehead,  M.R.C.V.S. 

F.  W.  Richardson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
Harold  Hornby,  M.R.S.I.,  + I U 
I W.  W.  Wilkinson,  f t H * 

^ F.  G.  Spencer,  t t H 


H.  Evans,  § + 


/ E.  Farthing,  § + O 
i E.  E.  Ryall,  § -f  O - 

' K Taylor  § + O 
! D.  M.  Hill,  § -f  O 
W.  Gilchrist,  f x 
K.  Lister 
E.  G.  Crossland 


Maternity  Home- 


I Staff  Nurse  ...  I.  A.  Walton,  § -t- 
' Nurse  Midwife  M.  Bird,  -f- 

■ Midwife  W.  Lowson  -j- 

j Midwife  G.  Ellis  -f 


t Holds  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
f Hold  Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

II  Holds  Certificate  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
§ Holds  Certificate  for  three  years’  general  training,  State  Registered 


XNUI&t;.  ^ .J  T i.*4.  4. 

O Holds  Certificate  for  Health  Visitors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
approved  by  Ministry  of  Health. 

+ Holds  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

X Holds  Northern  Universities’  School  Leaving  Certificate. 

* Holds  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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(ii)  (a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  existing  arrangements.  Facilities  are  provided  at  the  County 
Council  Laboratories,  Wakeheld,  fdr  the  examination  of  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens.  The  figures  for  the  year 
1933  are  Widal,  2;  fclputuni,  27;  Diphtheria,  208;  Urine,  5;  Mis- 
cellaneous, 11  ; a total  of  253. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  arrangements  previously  described.  Superintendent  Horne, 
a very  efiicient  officer  of  the  Batley  Ambulance  Brigade,  has  con- 
tinued to  render  most  excellent  service  when  called  upon.  It  may 
be  stated  truthfully  that  the  Superintendent  is  one  of  the  town’s 
personalities. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. — There  have  been  no  changes  in 
the  arrangements  for  (a)  general  nursing ; but  (b)  nursing  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  during  1933  were  altered  to  the  extent 
that  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital,  which  receives  infectious  cases 
from  the  Soothill  Ward  of  Batley,  being  full,  was  closed  to  patients 
from  Batley  from  December  i6th  onwards  and  so  remained  at  the 
31st  December.  This  hospital  was  similarly  closed  for  a portion  of 
the  previous  year. 


(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name. 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Authority  Pro- 
viding. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Maternity  Home 

1 

Monday,  1-30—5-50. 

Bailey  Corporation 

Infant  Welfare 

1 

Centre 

Town  Mission  Hall 

Tuesday,  2 — 4. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Wesleyan  Sunday 
Sch..  Batley  Carr 

Wednesday, 

2-15—3-45 

Ditto 

Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Rk 
Cambridge  St. 

Daily,  9 a.m.  and 
4-15  p.m. 

DiMc 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Ditto 

When  required. 

2-5. 

Ditto 

Dental  Clinic 

Ditto 

Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed 
9—12,  2—5. 

Ditto 

Tuberculosis 

Branch  House, 

Alternate  Satur- 
days, 9—12. 

Thursdays, 

U est  Riding 

Dispensary 

Batley. 

2 — 4 and  6 — 8. 

County  Council 

Treatment  Centres 

for  Venereal 
Disease 

Dewsbury  Infirm- 
ary 

Monday,  5. 
Thursday,  6-30. 

Ditto. 
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iSlo  new  clinics  have  been  established  during  1933.  A venereal 
diseases  clinic  at  Batley  Hospital  would  be  advantageous.  The 
reasons  have  been  previously  specified. 

During  1933  it  is  known  that  34  males  and  8 females  attended 
the  venereal  diseases  clinic  at  Dewsbury  Infirmary  ; 5 males  and 
4 females  attended  similar  clinics  at  Leeds  Infirmary.  These  were 
all  residents  of  Batley. 


(e)  HOSPITALS. — There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in 
the  hospital  services,  public  or  voluntary,  whether  within  or  with- 
out the  area  which  are  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  area.  The 
arrangements  have  been  previously  described. 


The  Batley  Maternity  Home  is  provided  by  the  Town  Council 
There  are  ten  beds  for  patients  in  five  wards,  one  bed  in  an 


isolation 

ward,  and 

one  bed  in 

the  labour  room. 

Book-  Patients  Infants 

Book- 

Patients  Infants 

Year. 

ings.  Admitted.  Born. 

Year. 

ings.  Admitted.  Born. 

1922  (Oct.  to  Dec.) 

24  24 

1928  

...  182 

165  159 

1923  

205 

156  153 

1929  

...  197 

209  210 

1924  

215 

213  212 

1930  

...  212 

188  186 

1925  

212 

213  209 

1931  

...  195 

196  193 

1926  

184 

163  160 

1932  

...  205 

206  203 

1927  

206 

203  202 

1933  

...  221 

201  199 

The  Housing  Conditions  of  1,800  patients,  residents  of  Batley, 
who  were  confined  in  the  Batley  Maternity  Home  from  opening  in 
October,  1922,  to  December  31st,'  1933,  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of 
House 

Total  number  of 
rooms  in  house 

Occupants  of  House 

Circumstanc 
of  Patient 

I 

B ! 

t„l 

B, 

j 

878 

1 

Single 

Throueh  | 

One  Hoorn 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

and 

over 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

15 

1 Living  in  j 

1 own  H ouse 

Living  in 
own  House 
with  Lodgers 

g 

tc, 

a 

4‘ 

379 

518 

25 

31 

697 

529 

■286 

210 

47 

60 

513 

468 

321 

179 

116 

68 

1 

32 

23 

10 

9 

1 

1318 

38 

9 


The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Home  during  the 
above-mentioned  period  was  1,853  residents  of  Batley  and  284 
from  outside  the  Borough,  the  complete  figure  being  2,137. 

During  the  year  1933  14.7  per  cent,  of  the  Batley  patients  con- 
fined in  the  Maternity  Home  were  living  in  lodgings. 

The  number  of  patients  residing  outside  Batley,  confined  in 
the  Maternity  Home  since  the  opening  in  October,  1922,  to  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1933,  was  283,  of  whom  34  were  admitted  during  1933. 

In  1925  it  was  arranged  that  it  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  all 
patients  that  the  cost  to  the  Corporation  is  much  greater  than 
he  amount  paid  by  individual  patients,  and  each  is  invited  to 
make  such  a donation  when  leaving  the  Home  as  their  financial 
circumstances  may  warrant.  The  amounts  contributed  have  been  : 


1925  .. 

,.  £10  10 

6 

from 

18  patients  ; 

total  patients  being  213 

192G  .. 

. £18  11 

0 

J 5 

23 

y y 

yy 

» j 

55 

163 

1927  .. 

. £26  17 

6 

j y 

27 

y y 

y y 

>) 

55 

203 

1928  . 

..  £3  5 

0 

yy 

5 

y y 

yy 

5 ? 

,, 

165 

1929 

..  £15  7 

0 

y y 

30 

yy 

yy 

55 

55 

209 

1930 

,.  £11  4 

0 

yy 

23 

yy 

y y 

5 5 

5 5 

188 

1931 

,.  £10  17 

0 

y y 

25 

y y 

y y 

5 5 

5 5 

196 

1932 

£16  14 

0 

y y 

29 

y y 

yy 

55 

5 5 

206 

1933  .. 

..  £8  16 

6 

yy 

21 

” 

y y 

55 

5 5 

201 

£122  2 

6 

yy 

201 

5 ) 

yy 

5 5 

5 5 

1744 

The  donations  amount  during  the  nine  years  to  approximately 
12s.  2d.  per  head  of  those  contributing,  and  only  approximately 
l/5d,  per  head  of  total  patients  admitted.  On  no  occasion  has 
any  contribution  been  received  from  those  patients  who  reside  out- 
side Batley,  although  each  is  aware  when  leaving  the  Home  that 
her  period  of  residence  has  cost  more  than  has  been  received  in 
fees  from  herself. 
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ANTE^NATAL  CLINIC,  1925  to  1933. 

Yearly  average.  Year.  Year.  Year.  Year. 


Individual  patients  attending 

Clinic  

Patients  found  normal 

Patients  found  suffering  from 

one  or  more  defects  

Total  number  of  attendances 
at  Clinic  

DEFECTS 
Respiratory  System,  including 

Tuberculosis  

Circulatory  System,  excluding 

Varicose  Veins  

Digestive  System,  excluding 
defective  teeth  and  con- 
stipation   

Urinary  System  

Small  or  deformed  pelvis  

Gynaecological  defects,  includ- 
ing venereal  disease  

Deformities  of  breasts  

Varicose  veins  

Constipation  

Placenta  Praevia  

Teeth  

Miscellaneous 

Anaemia  and  Debility 

Ante  Partum  Haemorrhage  ... 
Communications  to  practi- 
tioners respecting  patients 
Communications  to  midwives 
respecting  patients  


1925-29. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

211 

241 

252 

230 

250 

62 

68 

93 

56 

42 

149 

173 

159 

174 

208 

636 

694 

789 

706 

696 

CLASSIFIED. 

26 

9 

3 

27 

53 

35 

15 

15 

38 

65 

9 

12 

19 

20 

55 

13 

9 

10 

15 

14 

10 

12 

11 

19 

14 

11 

12 

12 

10 

8 

4 

11 

4 

7 

2 

42 

36 

35 

19 

26 

28 

24 

38 

33 

43 

0.2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

47 

49 

44 

61 

74 

17 

34 

19 

18 

25 

12 

57 

28 

29 

39 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

1 

64 

45 

21 

20 

17 

0.2 

2 

1 

2 

Nil. 
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The  report  of  Dr.  Gwendolen  Buckle,  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  is  as  follows; — 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

!Sir, 

In  the  report,  together  with  the  classified  tables,  there  is  set 
out  the  work  done  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  while  the  total  number  of  attendances  at 
the  Clinic  has  dropped,  the  number  of  individual  attendances  is 
greater. 

The  general  condition  of  the  expectant  mothers  has  been  poor, 
as  the  patients  who  have  been  found  normal  in  all  respects  have 
dropped  in  number  slightly.  As  in  every  year  the  percentage  of 
dental  caries  is  too  high,  but  there  is  now^  provided  Free  Dental 
Treatment  for  those  who  require  it,  and  I hope  that  full  use  will 
be  made  of  it.  The  amount  of  anaemia  and  general  debility  now 
existing  would  rapidly  diminish  if  such  was  the  case. 

At  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  a comparison  with  previous  years 
shows  that,  while  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  infants  under 
six  months  seen  by  me  remains  much  the  same,  the  percentage  of 
older  children  seen  has  increased.  On  the  total  of  cases  seen  the 
percentage  of  really  unsatisfactory  cases  has  decreased. 

As  I said  in  my  last  year’s  report,  the  mothers  who  have  been 
in  the  Maternity  Home  show  an  encouraging  desire  to  bring  their 
infants  to  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  to  follow  out  treatment  given. 
This,  I understand,  has  been  customary  since  the  opening  of  the 
home  twelve  years  ago. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Matron  and  Staff  at  the  Maternity  Home,  and  the  Health 
Visiting  Staff  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  The  work  has  been 
made  doubly  pleasant  by  their  co-operation. 

GWENDOLEN  BUCKLE. 

February  8th,  1934. 
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The  report  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Grundy,  Dental  Surgeon,  is  as  follows  : 

Branch  House,  Batley, 

9th  Feb.,  1934. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I wish  to  express  appreciation  for  my  appointment  as  Dental 
Surgeon  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

The  mouth  is  the  most  septic  cavity  in  the  body.  The  dental 
aim  is  to  abolish  or  minimise  the  danger  of  oral  sepsis. 

Oral  sepsis  is  of  two  classes — “ Open  ’’  and  Closed.^’  The 

open  ” is  that  in  which  inflammatory  products  can  drain  into 
the  mouth  and  are  swallowed,  and  the  “ closed  ” which  arises 
mainly  from  the  apices  of  the  teeth  and  of  which  the  products  are 
absorbed  into  the  blood  stream. 

Focal  infection  is  caused  by  germs  carried  in  the  blood  stream 
to  organs  remote  from  the  mouth,  with  consequent  diseases,  the 
symptoms  of  which  often  seem  disconnected  with  their  real  origin 
until  diagnosed. 

Another  danger  from  the  maternal  insanitary  mouth  is  by  direct 
infection  to  the  child. 

My  desire  is  to  clean  the  mouth  with  as  little  disturbance  to 
the  patient  as  possible.  The  treatment  in  this  Clinic  is  limited 
to  diseases  of  the  gums  and  also  the  extraction  of  teeth  when 
necessary.  The  mouths  referred  to  me  have  been  very  bad  ; ten 
out  of  twenty-four  cases  have  been  full  clearances.  These  major 
cases  have  only  been  undertaken  after  consultation. 

Although  these  patients  are  temporarily  edentulous,  it  is  much 
better  during  the  critical  few  months  to  have  healthy  gums  which 
will  withstand  pressure  than  harbour  painful,  septic,  functionless 
teeth,  which  are  a source  of  danger  to  both  mother  and  child. 

I also  take  every  opportunity  to  educate  the  patient  on  oral 
hygiene. 

I have  been  pleased  to  learn  both  from  the  Home  and  the 
patients  themselves  of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  dental  treat- 
ment. 


GEO.  C.  GRUNDY. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

TOWN  MISSION:— 


Yearly 

Average 

No.  of 
mothers  on 
register 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Mothers 

with 

Infants 

) 

New  1 

admissions  | 

Average 
attendance 
per  mother 

1916-1920 

374 

12 

1,982 

59  ! 

3.8 

1921-1925 

458  j 

54 

2,543 

274  ! 

5.4 

1926-1930 

458 

27 

2,699 

237 

5.9 

Y"ear 

i 

Under 

12 

niths. 

Be- 

tween 

1 and 

5 yrs. 

1931 

409 

19 

1.823 

819 

233 

6.5 

i 

1 

Under 

12 

mths. 

Be- 

tween 

1 and 
5 yrs. 

1932 

439 

25 

1,856 

651 

210 

30 

5.7 

1933 

457 

20 

1,884 

990 

201 

32 

6.3 

BATLEY  CARR 


Yearly 

Average 

No.  of 
mothers  on 
register 

Expectant 

mothers 

Mothers 

with 

Infants 

New 

Admissions 

Average 
attendance 
per  mother 

1919-1923 

144 

2 

1,132 

69 

6.8 

1924-1928 

206 

25 

1,501 

89 

7,1 

Year 

1929 

189 

5 

1,055 

50 

5,6 

1930 

197 

8 

1,262 

7 

0 

6.4 

1931 

206 

13 

Under 

12 

mths. 

798 

Be. 

tween 

I and 
5 yrs. 

388 

75 

5.8 

1932 

193 

9 

600 

353 

Under 

12 

mths. 

50 

Be- 

tween 

1 and 
5 yrs. 

4 

4,9 

1933 

170 

5 

609 

414 

50 

9 

6,0 
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RECORD  OF  INFANTS  MEDICALLY  EXAMINED  AT 


CENTRES  DURING  RECENT  YEARS. 


ALL 

CASES. 

Yearly- 

Average. 

New  Cases  Seen. 

Infants 

under 

6 months. 

Older 

Children. 

Not  wholly 
satisfactory. 

1926-30 

Year. 

211 

358 

325 

322 

1931 

230 

526 

598 

415 

1932 

222 

497 

480 

231 

1933 

226 

490 

1 553 

193 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  who  attended 
or  did  not  attend  a Welfare  Centre.  (Deaths  under  4 weeks 
are  not  included  for  feeding  or  attendance). 

Infant  Deaths. 

i 

1 

Not 

Died  in 

Attended 

Attended 

Breast 

Artificially 

Year 

Number. 

first  month. 

Centre. 

Centre. 

Fed. 

Fed. 

mi 

64 

35 

12 

17 

6 

23 

1922 

54 

27 

9 

18 

19 

8 

1923 

60 

19 

12 

29 

11 

30 

1924 

42 

25 

9 

8 

4 

13 

1925 

58 

33 

6 

19 

13 

12 

1926 

43 

29 

10 

4 

9 

5 

1927 

46 

24 

9 

13 

15 

7 

1928 

30 

20 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1929 

56 

31 

11 

14 

20 

5 

1930 

30 

17 

4 

9 

12 

1 

1931 

31 

18 

8 

I 

11 

2 

1932 

27 

18 

5 

4 

4 

5 

1933 

24 

12 

9 

3 

4 

8 
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BATLEY  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
VOLUNTARY  WORKERS’  SECTION. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  year  1933. 


RECEIPTS.  £ s.  d. 

Cash  31.12.32— 

In  Bank £2  2 6 

In  Co-op.  Soc.  £8  17  8 
In  Hand  7 9 


Batley  Centre— Teas  6 6 5h 

Garments  12  8 
Batley  Carr  Centre— Teas  2 16  101 
Proceeds  of  Garden  Party  3 5 6 
Co-operative  Dividends  ...  9 8 


£25  9 1 


EXPENDITURE.  £ s.  d. 
Stamps  and  Stationery...  10  6 

Postcards  Printing  g 0 

Biscuits,  Tea  and  Sugar  6 7 7i 

Wreath  10 

Milk  17  ,, 

Ostermilk  1 g 


Sundries  1 3 

BALANCE,  being  Cash 

31.1.33— 

In  Bank  £7  5 6 

In  Co-op.  Soc.  £7  13  0 

In  Hand  £1  13  g 

16  12  2 


£25  9 1 


(Signed)  (Mrs.)  EVA  THOMPSON,  Hon.  Secretary. 

(Mrs.)  HILDA  GRAYSON,  Hon.  Treasurer 

January,  1934. 

3.  (i)  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES  are  as  de- 

scribed previously.  There  is  no  connection  between  the  midwives 
and  the  local  health  authority,  because  the  Ministry  of  Health 
refused  local  supervision  when  applied  for  by  the  Corporation 
several  years  ago.  This  is  particularly  evident  at  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 


(ii)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  OR  CHILD 
DREN  (apart  from  Poor  Law)  is  not  provided.  An  unmarried 
female  may  be  admitted  to  the  Batley  Maternity  Home  for  con- 
finement on  the  first  occasion,  but  not  subsequently. 

(iii)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  visiting  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  are  as  previously.  On  the  whole 
they  may  be  described  as  adequate.  All  Health  Visitors  are  also 
School  Nurses,  hence  children  are  under  their  observation  from 
birth  to  school  leaving  age. 


o o 
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Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health  Visitors; — 


(a)  To  expectant  mothers  First  visits  206 

Total  visits  521 

(b)  To  children  under 

1 year  of  age  First  visits  452 

Total  visits  5799 

(c)  To  children  between  the 

ages  of  1 and  5 years  Total  visits  5506 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Health  Visitors  have  made 


visits  to  cases  of : — 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  2* 

Pneumonia  110 

Tuberculosis  236 

Still  Births 28 

Miscellaneous  69 


445 

* Re-visits  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 
during  1932. 

The  preceding  figures  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  the  nurses 
in  their  capacity  as  School  Nurses,  which  were  3,725.  The  grand 
total,  therefore,  of  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
during  1933  was  15,996. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  children  under  1 year  of  age 2,493 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  1,404 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attend 


ance,  were  : — 

(i)  Children  under  1 years  of  age  251 

(ii)  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 41 


Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  during 


the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were  : — 

(i)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  236 

(ii)  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  529 
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(iv)  INFANTILE  PROTECTION. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were  receiving 


children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year 3 

yb)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register: — 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  3 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  year  0 

(iii)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year 0 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the 
year  who  were  : — 

(i)  Health  Visitors  5 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  0 

(iii)  Male 0 


No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year,  no  sanctions  were 
necessary,  neither  were-  any  orders  sought  under  Sec.  67  of  the 
Act  of  1932. 

(v)  ORTHOPEDIC  TREATMENT. — There  are  no  arrangements 
for  the  prevention,  treatment,  and  after-care  of  crippling  defects- 
Cases  are  sent  to  their  own  doctors  or  one  of  the  various  voluntary 
hospitals  where  facilities  for  treatment  exist.  As  School  Medical 
Officer  I reported  upon  this  subject  to  the  Education  Committee 
— see  pages  10  and  11  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  year  1926 — and  in  consequence  various  negotiations 
ensued  without  definite  result  but  have  been  re-opened  recently 
and  are  being  continued. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  AVATEJR  SUPPLY. — Particulars  are  given  in  the  Medical 

Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1930,  page  22.  The  position  is  the 
same.  The  supply  is  satisfactory  in  (a)  quality,  and  (b)  quantity. 

Reports  upon  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of 
samples  are  given  below  : — 


City  and  County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Bradford, 

June  30th,  1933. 

Analytical  Report  upon  1 sample  of  water  from  W.  H.  Duckworth, 
Batley  (received  June  27th,  1933). 

Sample  labelled  Brownhill  Reservoir. 

Grains  per  gallon. 


Total  Solid  Matters 7.00 

Chlorine  Combined .50 

Nitrites  None. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates None. 

Free  Ammonia  .0056 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0014 

Lead None. 

Total  Hardness  (Clark)  2.6 

P.H.  Value  6.8 


This  is  a water  of  high  organic  purity,  showing  no  signs  of  even 
bygone  infiltered  and  oxidised  drainage. 

It  is  very  soft,  and  an  excellent  water  for  all  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 


/ 

(Signed)  RICHARDSON  & JAFFE. 
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City  and  County  Analyst’s  Olfice, 
Bradford, 

November  21st,  1933. 


Analytical  Report  upon  1 sample  of  water  from  Batley  Waterworks 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Duckworth),  received  Nov.  17th,  IQS-S. 


Total  Solid  Matters  7.00 

Chlorine  (combined)  .70 

Nitrites  None. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  None. 

Free  Ammonia  .0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0021 

Lead None. 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale)  2.8 


This  is  a water  of  high  organic  purity,  very  soft,  and  therefore 
an  excellent  supply  for  all  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

/ 

(Signed)  RICHARDSON  & JAFFE. 


Note  made  by  W.  H.  Duckworth. 

The  above  sample  was  taken  from  Waterworks  Office  tap — 
water  standing  in  pipe  10  hours  from  10  p.m.  16th  November  to 
8 a.m.,  17th  November — supply  from  Brownhill  Reservoir. 


Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  water  collected 
from  Brownhill  Reservoir,  Holmbridge,  near  Huddersfield,  re- 
ceived on  the  7th  July,  1933,  from  Mr.  Duckworth,  Water  Engineer, 
Batley : — 

Bacterial  Content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  gelatine  plates 
incubated  for  3 days  at  room  temperature  = 72  per  c.c.  of  water. 
Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates  incu- 
bated for  3 days  at  37“  C.  = 48  per  c.c.  of  water. 

B.  Coli. 

Not  present  in  10  c.c.  or  quantities  below. 

B.  enteritidis  sporogenes. 

Not  present  in  5 or  10  c.c.  of  water. 
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Sulphide  Colonies  (Wilson  and  Blair). 

On  sulphite  agar  3 colonies. 

The  above  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

14th  July,  1933. 


The  following  letter  is  self  explanatory  : — 


Public  Health  Department, 
County  Hall,  Wakefield, 

31st  March,  1933. 

Dear  Dr.  Pearce, 

Water  Supplies — Plumbo  Solvency. 


I have  been  making  an  investigation  into  the  water  supplies  in 
the  West  Riding  in  relation  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  The  results 
of  two  samples  taken  at  Batley  are  as  follow  : — 

No.  1 sample.  After  standing  in  pipe 

half  an  hour  No  lead  present. 

No.  2 Sample.  After  standing  in  pipe 

twelve  hours  1/ 100th  grain  of 

lead  per  gallon. 


I thought  you  would  like  to  have  this  information. 


Yours  faithfully. 


T.  N.  V.  POTTS. 


(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  Borough  Surveyor 
(Mr.  H.  L.  Hall)  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 

The  usual  work  of  cleaning  contact  beds,  sludge  lagoons, 
and  detritus  tanks,  etc.,  has  been  carried  out.” 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.— The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Rivers  Board  is  the  authority  which  exercises  supervision  over  the 
Batley  beck.  It  is  polluted  by  dye  water,  trade  waste,  etc.  During 
heavy  rain  storms  it  occasionally  overflows  its  banks,  causing  con- 
siderable flooding  of  houses  and  streets.  The  latter  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Corporation  for  several  years. 
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3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1933. 

Water  Closets  8035 

Trough  aiul  Automatic  Water  Closets 209 

Trough  and  Automatic  Water  Closets  converted  into  proper 

water  closets Nil. 

Blocks  of  Trough  Water  Closets  27 

Blocks  of  Trough  Water  Closets  converted  into  proper 

water  closets Nil. 

Pail  Closets 10 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  proper  water  closets Nil. 

Privy  middens  18 

Privy  middens  converted  into  proper  water  closets  Nil. 

Additional  water  closets  provided  for  old  property  10 

Additional  water  closets  provided  for  new  property  ...  ...  ...  148 


(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — This  Section  is  by  the  Senior  Sani- 
tary Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby). 

In  the  Annual  Reports  for  1929,  1930,  1931  and  1932,  full  par- 
ticulars were  given  of  the  changes  in  organisation  which  had  been 
made  to  economise.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  again  that  the  efforts 
so  made  previously  have  been  further  advanced  upon  during  the 
year  under  review. 

The  table  showing  costs  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1933 — 
of  which  a copy  is  appended  at  the  end  of  this  section — rendered 
officially  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  shows  that  the  total  sum 
expended  on  the  Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade 
Refuse  was  £4,224  for  the  year,  as  against  £5,235  for  the  previous 
year,  resulting  in  a saving  of  £1,011.  A further  comparison  shows 
that  the  cost  of  collection  fell  from  £3,425  in  1932  to  £3,140  in  1933, 
and  similarly  as  regards  disposal  from  £1,810  to  £1,084. 

The  practice  whereby  collection  in  certain  areas  of  the  tcAvn  was 
let  to  a private  contractor  was  widely  extended,  with  a result 
that  by  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  in  opei’ation  for 
collection  by  i)rivate  contract  from  approximately  three-quarters 
of  the  Borough, 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  such  arrangements  as 
they  stood  at  the  end  of  the  year ; — 


Contract 

No. 

Ward 

No.  of 
houses  and 
premises 

Estimated 

Annual 

Yield 

Tons 

Date  of 
commence- 
ment of 
Contract 

Annual 

Amount 

1 

West 

2,480 

2,246 

6/4/33 

£575 

2 

Soothill 

1,342 

1,209 

8/7/33 

£312 

3 

North 

3,270 

2,961 

4/12/33 

£754 

Totals 

7,092 

6,416 

The  remaining  3,008  houses  and  premises,  yielding  2,613  tons  of 
refuse  for  the  year,  formed  the  only  portion  of  the  Borough  left 
to  be  dealt  with  by  direct  labour,  and  were  allotted  to  the  Cor- 
poration S.D.  Freighter  and  one  horse  and  cart. 

Considering  the  contracts  as  a whole  they  have  been  successful, 
especially  as  regards  those  operating  in  West  and  Soothill  Wards, 
where  the  work  has  proceeded  smoothly  and  without  complaints. 

Starting  as  it  did  in  December,  when  the  yield  was  particularly 
high,  and  the  workmen  engaged  upon  it  inexperienced.  North 
Ward  Contract  made  a rather  poor  beginning,  but  improved  as 
the  necessary  experience  was  gained. 

It  may  be  noted  that  each  contract  is  governed  by  a carefully 
drafted  agreement  and  conditions  regulating  the  work  whereljy  the 
contractor  is  required  to  perform  efficiently  the  work  allotted  to 
him,  otherwise  the  Corporation  may  act  in  his  default  and  at  his 
expense.  As  regards  the  shortcomings  previously  referred  to  in 
connection  vuth  the  North  Ward  Contract,  the  contractor  was 
called  before  a Sub-Committee  immediately  it  became  evident  that 
his  w'ork  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  necessary  corrective  action 
was  taken. 

Controlled  tipping  was  the  primary  means  of  refuse  disposal 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  the  Destructor  Works  only  being 
used  to  burn  by  natural  draught  relatively  small  quantities  of 
putrefactive  matter  unsuitable  for  tipping,  slaughterhouse  garbage, 
diseased  meat,  etc. 

On  the  completion  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  Carter’s  Fields’ 
Tips,  two  new  sites  were  acquired,  one  at  Roche  Colliery,  Carling- 
how  Lane,  where  there  is  a large  spoil  heap  to  provide  a generous 
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supply  of  covering  material,  and  the  other  at  Howden  Clough. 
These  two  new  sites  should  offer  facilities  for  some  years  to  dis- 
pose of  all  house  and  trade  refuse  in  the  Borough  by  controlled 
tipping. 

The  weights  of  refuse  stated  in  this  report,  though  estimated, 
maj’  be  accepted  as  correct,  as  they  are  based  upon  a yield  of 
14.32  cwts.  per  thousand  of  population  per  day,  a figure  which 
was  reached  by  the  weighing  of  over  90  per  cent,  of  all  loads  of 
refuse  collected  in  Batley  during  the  years  1930  and  1931. 


The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  Borough  is  10,082,  and 
the  number  of  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse  was  collected 
not  less  than  10,100. 


The  staff  and  forms  of  transport  engaged  in  collection  and 
disposal  respectively  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Collection ; — 

(a)  By  Private  Contract: 

Mechanical  Vehicles  

Horses  and  Carts  

Men  (including  drivers)  

(b)  By  Direct  Labour  : 

Mechanical  vehicles  

Horses  and  Carts  ... 

Men  (including  drivers  and 
one  working  foreman) 


3 Regular. 
1 Regular. 
9 Regular. 

1 Regular. 
1 Regular. 

5 Regular. 


2 Part  time. 

3 Part  time. 


1 Part  time. 

2 Part-time. 


Disposal : — 

By  Direct  Labour : 

Tipmen  (including  one  part- 

time  foreman)  6 Regular.  2 Part  time. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  refuse 
was  disposed  of  during  1933  : — 


(a)  Incineration:  Tons. 

Burned  at  the  Destructor  Works  300 


(b)  Controlled  Tipping  : 

Tipped  at  Mount  Pleasant  Tip  4191 

Ti])ped  at  Roche  Colliery  Tip  2279 

Tipped  at  Grange  Road  Ti})  1209 

Tipped  at  Carter’s  Fields  Tip  740 

Tipped  at  White  Lee  Tip  250 

(c)  Tipped  at  farms  for  manurial  purposes  60 

Total 9,029 
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COPY  OF  OFFICIAL  COSTING  RETURN  RENDERED  TO 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

Table  B. 


AUTHORITY— BATLEY  ((MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH)  YORK= 
SHIRE  W.R.  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

Table  Showing  Costs  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1933. 


Item 

Particulars. 

I.  Collection,  with 
depreciation  o r 

loan  charges  in- 
cluded or  excluded 

II.  Disposal,  with 
depreciation  o r 

loan  charges  in- 
cluded or  excluded 

Total,  with  depre- 
ciation or  loan 
charges  included 
or  excluded. 

Included. 

Excluded. 

Included 

Excluded  : 

Included 

Excluded 

Revenue  Account. 

A 

B 

Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income  

3,412 

2 

3,142 

2 

1,295 

211 

1,295 

211 

4,437 

213 

4,437 

213 

c 

Net  cost  

3,140 

3,140 

1,084 

1,084 

4,224 

4,224 

Unit  Costs. 

D 

Gross  Expenditure  per 
ton  

6/Ui 

6/lU 

2/1  Oi 

2/m 

9/10 

9/10 

E 

Gross  Income  per  ton 

F 

Net  cost  per  ton  

H/llJ 

6/lU 

2/5 

2/5 

9/4i 

9/4i 

G 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popu- 
lation   

£90.17.8 

£90.17.8 

£31.7.6 

£31.7.6 

£122,5,2 

£122.5,2 

H 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses 
or  premises  from 
which  refuse  is  col- 
lected   

Rate  Poundage. 

£3 '0.17.10 

£310.17.8 

£107.6.7 

£107.6,7 

£418.4.5 

£418,4,5 

J 

Net  cost,  equivalent 
rate  in  the  £ 

d. 

5.86 

d 

5.86 

d, 

2.02 

d, 

2,02 

d. 

7.88 

c. 

7,88 

K 

Percentage  of  J to  total 
rates  in  the  £ 

3.15% 

3.L5% 

1.08% 

1,08% 

4.23% 

4.23% 

1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  9,029  tons. 

2.  Population  ; Midsummer,  1932  34,550 

3.  Area  (Statute  acres)  3,227  acres. 

4.  Weight  (in  cwt.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365 

days  to  year)  14.32  cwts. 

5.  Number  of  houses  and  premises 10,100 

6.  Rateable  Value  £14^975 

7.  Product  of  a penny  rate £536 

8.  Total  rates  in  the  £ 15s.  6d. 
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(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1926. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  : YEAR  1933. 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  ... 

Primary. 

9,240 

Re- 

Details. 

Day. 

Evening. 

inspections. 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regs 

108 

— 

935 

Re  sanitary  defects  

1200 

— 

1730 

Infectious  Diseases  

695 

131 

22 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses  

111 

— 

44 

Overcrowding 

60 

— 

54 

Re  water  supply  

30 

— 

79 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

3 

— 

2 

Factories  

6 

— 

9 

Workshops  

48 

— 

19 

Workplaces 

13 

— 

15 

Bakehouses  

52 

— 

9 

Drains  inspected  

231 

2 

40 

Drains  tested  

191 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  

251 

— 

— 

Factories  (Smoke  Nuisance)  

19 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

5 

— 

9 

Stables  

25 

— 

15 

Swine,  fowls  and  other  animals 

11 

— 

1 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  

8 

— 

5 

Schools  

7 

— 

7 

Tips  and  plots  of  waste  ground  

124 

— 

— 

Sewers,  etc 

43 

— 

8 

Rat  infested  premises 

17 

— 

7 

Miscellaneous  visits  

751 

30 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

975 

61 

— 

Meat  shops 

457 

87 

— 

Provision  and  other  food  shops  

39 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

133 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

31 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  

50 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  

75 

— 

— 

Markets  

55 

13 

— 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  

81 

— 

— 

Totals 

5905 

325 

3010 

Informal  Notices  served  

..  683 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

..  379 

Statutory  Notices  served  

32 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  

51* 

Number  of  complaints  received  . 

..  238 

* NOTE. — The  excess  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  over  Statu- 
tory Notices  served  is  due  to  a number  served  in  1932  being 
complied  with  in  1933. 
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(iv)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  general  position  in  relation  to  smoke  abatement  was  stated 
at  length  in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1928  to  1931. 

The  number  of  observations  taken  was  251  as  against  302  for 
the  previous  year.  Engineers  and  firemen  were  interviewed  on 
34  occasions  and  20  notices  were  forwarded  to  offending  firms. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS,  1933. 


Number  of 


Chimney.  Observations. 

Albion  Oil  Works 2 

Alexandra  Mill  10 

Albion  Mill  Company  5 

Anchor  Mill  6 

Batley  Corporation — 

Electricity  Works  8 

Batley  Co-op.  Slaughter  House  ...  3 

Bankfoot  Foundry  Co.,  Ltd.  ...  3 

Brights  Mill  7 

Blakeridge  Mill  6 

Bottoms  Mill — Low  Chimney  ...  6 

Tall  Chimney  ...  10 

Branch  Road  Mill  3 

Brookroyd  Mill  6 

Carpet  Works  1 

Carr  Top  Mill  3 

Chapel  Fold  Mill  4 

Cheapside  Mill  5 

Clerk  Green  Mill  1 

Dewsbury  Co-op.  Slaughter-house  1 

Dale  Street  Mill  6 

Dewsbury  and  District  Laundry  7 

Dock  Ing  Mill  5 

Field  Lane  Garage  1 

Fried  Fish  Shop — Brookroyd  ...  1 

Foxson’s  Mill,  Staincliffe  6 

Heckmondwike  Flock  Company  1 
Healey  Lane  Mill  (S.  Sykes)  ...  1 

Hick  Lane  Mill  2 

Hick  Well  Mill  4 

Highfield  Mill  6 

Lady  Ann  Mill  2 

Little  Orme  Mill 5 

Livingstone  Mill  8 

New  Ing  Mill  8 

Old  Mill  6 

Park  Lane  Mill  3 

Printworks  8 


Av.  mins. 
Av.  mins.  of  dense 
of  dense  other  than 
black  smoke  black  smoke 
calculated  calculated 
upon  obser-  upon  obser- 
Total  mins,  vations  vations 


Observations. 

taken. 

taken. 

60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

300 

.35 

.65 

150 

.20 

.10 

180 

.29 

.54 

240 

.06 

.06 

90 

Nil. 

.33 

90 

Nil. 

1.17 

210 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

.13 

.58 

300 

.68 

0.5 

90 

Nil. 

.25 

180 

.46 

.25 

30 

Nil. 

1.0 

90 

.17 

1.5 

120 

1.69 

.88 

150 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

4.75 

1.50 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

.38 

1.21 

210 

.71 

.71 

150 

1.20 

1.25 

30 

Nil. 

6.0 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

Nil. 

.08 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

1.50 

60 

.50 

Nil. 

120 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

.08 

.08 

60 

.50 

.63 

150 

.25 

.65 

240 

1.13 

1.13 

240 

.28 

.38 

180 

Nil. 

Nil. 

90 

Nil. 

Nil. 

240 

1.06 

1.0 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS  (Continued). 


Av.  mins. 
Av.  mins.  of  dense 
of  dense  other  than 
black  smoke  black  smoke 
calculated  calculated 
upon  obser-  upon  obser- 
Number  of  Total  mins,  vations  vatjions 
Observations.  Observations,  taken.  taken. 
Moor 


Chimney. 

Providence  Mill,  Smithies 

Lane  

Queen  Street  Mill  

Savile  Mill — Brick  Chimney 
Saxton’s  Savile  Mill  — Steel 

Chimney  

Spafield  Mill,  Batley  Carr  

Spring  Mill,  Staincliffe  

Spring  Mill,  Carlinghow  Lane 

Spring^eld  Mill  

Staincliffe  Low  Mill  

Textile  Machinery  Works  

Victoria  Mill,  Batley  Carr 

Victoria  Mill,  Carlinghow  

Victoria  Oil  Works  

Warwick  Road  Brickworks  ... 

Wensleydale  Mill  

Wheatcroft  Mill  

Total 


5 

150 

.20 

Nil. 

9 

270 

.44 

.44 

8 

240 

Nil. 

.72 

2 

60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3 

90 

.66 

Nil. 

6 

180 

Nil. 

.29 

1 

30 

Nil. 

.25 

6 

180 

.66 

.66 

6 

180 

.66 

.63 

1 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

240 

.81 

1.34 

4 

120 

Nil. 

.13 

7 

210 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

240 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3 

90 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4 

120 

.25 

1.5 

251 


On  several  occasions  during  recent  years  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  asked  that  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Hornby) 
should  be  engaged  to  conduct  a class  for  firemen  and  others  at 
the  Technical  College.  Mr.  Hornby  holds  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  is  a competent 
and  entertaining  lecturer,  and  knows  all  the  furnaces  and  firemen 
in  Batley. 

The  recommendation  has  not  been  accepted,  but  is  again  made. 


4.  SCHOOLS. 

A separate  report,  being  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  is  made  to  the  Town  Council  through  its  Educa- 
tion Committee.  Reference  may  be  made  to  these  reports  which 
ceased  to  be  part  of  the  Annual  Health  Report  in  1926  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Education  Committee. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1933  FOR  THE  *BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY  ON 
THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP 
ACT,  1901,  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FACTORIES, 
WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including 
Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

1 Notices. 

1 (3) 

i Occupiers 
prosecuted 

; (4) 

FACTORIES 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

15 

4 

1 

WORKSHOPS 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

128 

17 

— 

WORKPLACES 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

28 

7 i 

— 

Total 

j 

171 

28 

— 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND, 
in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1 

1 

Number  of 
Defects. 

.2  i 'd 

xn  0) 

Particulars. 

i 

1 

i 

, i 

! 

srred  to 

Inspector 

r of  offenc« 
to  which  p 
were  instit. 

(*) 

j 

c 

s 

(2) 

X 1 

1 ^ 
(3)| 

(0 

0)  W 

ft  O c 

a P.  2 

S O 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

17 

1 

10 

! 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

5 

4 

— 

— 

. Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  

1 

, — 

’ — 

i 

Other  Nuisances 

21 

20 

’ 1 

1 

( insufficient  . . 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ", 

unsuitable  or 

1 defective  ... 

12 

5 

: — 

— 

not  separate 
for  sexes 



j 

! 1 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
house (S.  101)  

i _ 

- 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921)  

j 

1 “ 

i 

Total 

58 

3 

! 

Nil 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances. 

Notices  served.  | 

Prosecutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

i Nil. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  several  heads  have  been  read  as  a whole  before  the 
form  was  filled  up,  and  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  duplication  ; 
for  example,  a defective  house  remedied  twice  during  the  year  has 
been  counted  once  only. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE 

YEAR 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  1262 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2851 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  103 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  624 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  106 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  786 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  AVITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  440 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

YEAR 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 8 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners ]0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 
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C — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders Nil. 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  *17 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil. 


NOTE. — The  excess  of  notices  complied  with  over  notices  served 
is  due  to  a number  brought  forward  from  1932  being  complied 
with  in  1933. 

The  special  efforts  directed  to  deal  with  the  most  insanitary 
dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough,  which  policy  was  referred  to  in 
the  last  Annual  Report,  were  pursued  during  the  year  under  re- 
view, so  far  as  the  inadequate  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment would  permit. 

The  procedure  followed  was  that  laid  down  by  the  Housing  Act, 
1930,  and  falls  under  two  main  headings,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  under  Part  I of  the  Act. 
and  (b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  under  Secs.  19  to  21  of  the  Act, 

(a)  Clearance  Areas. 

The  Albert  Square  (No,  1)  Clearance  Area,  1933,  consisting  of 
forty  back-to-back  houses  of  the  worst  possible  type  was  officially 
represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  4th  May,  1933. 

This  was  followed  by  the  Town  Council  at  its  meeting  on  the 
7th  June,  1933,  officially  declaring  the  area  a Clearance  Area  and 
making  a Clearance  Order. 

Arising  out  of  the  application  by  the  Corporation  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  confirmation  of  the  Order,  all  the  owners 
concerned  lodged  objections,  and  the  Minister  directed  a local 
public  enquiry  to  be  held.  This  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Batley,  on  Wednesday,  the  2nd  August,  1933,  when  through  their 
respective  legal  advisers  the  owners  put  forward  very  strong  objec- 
tions on  various  legal,  technical,  and  equitable  grounds.  Follow- 
ing the  inquiry,  which  lasted  a day,  the  Ministry’s  Inspector  in- 
spected each  of  the  forty  houses  concerned,  and  in  due  course 
reported  his  findings  to  the  Minister  of  Health, 
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During  the  interval  l)et\veen  the  public  enquiry’  and  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Clearance  Order  by  the  Minister  an  interesting 
episode  occurred,  being  no  less  than  an  attack  by  the  Vicar  of 
Batley  Carr — who  resides  in  Dewsbury — upon  the  action  taken  by 
the  Batley  Corporation.  So  far  as  I am  aware  this  appears  to 
be  the  first  occasion  in  this  country  when  a clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  has  actively  opposed  the  abolition  of  insanitary 
property  when  this  has  been  contemplated  by  a local  authority. 

Amusing  paragraphs  in  relation  to  this  appeared  in  the  local 
press  of  September  2nd  and  9th,  1933. 

Later,  the  Minister  confirmed  the  Corporation’s  application  bj" 
an  Order  made  on  the  3rd  November,  1933,  and  designated  The 
Batley  (Albert  Square  No.  1)  Housing  Corporation  Order,  1933. 
The  effect  of  this  Order  was  that  each  of  the  dwelling-houses 
included  in  the  area  was  to  be  demolished,  and  that  for  the  pur- 
poses of  demolition  each  house  was  to  be  vacated  within  five  months 
from  the  date  when  the  order  became  operative.  The  latter  date 
being  the  29th  December,  1933,  it  is  anticipated  that  by  the  29th 
May,  1934,  all  the  houses  in  the  area  will  have  been  vacated, 
demolition  be  in  progress,  and  displaced  tenants  who  have  not 
found  alternative  accommodation  in  the  meantime,  re-housed  in 
the  new  houses  being  built  by  the  Corporation  at  Purlwell. 

The  following  are  the  forty  houses  concerned : — 

Nos.  2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  18  and  20,  Cross  Chapel  Street, 
Batley  Carr. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19 
and  20,  Albert  Square,  Batley  Carr, 
and  Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17  and  19,  High  Street,  Batley 
Carr. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  held  on  the 
18th  October,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  official 
representations  in  respect  of  two  further  proposed  Clearance  Areas, 
containing  17  and  14  dwelling-houses  respectively.  In  addition,  he 
requested  early  inspection  by  the  Committee  of  two  other  in- 
sanitary areas  containing  40  and  13  houses  respectively,  with  a 
view  to  declarations  by  the  Town  Council  as  Clearance  Areas. 

Beyond  referring  the  two  official  representations  to  a Joint 
Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees, 
no  further  progress  had  been  made  by  the  endoftheyear.  The 
matter  has  since  been  mentioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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on  several  occasions  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  during  the 
course  of  its  ordinary  meetings. 


(h)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  under  Secs.  19  to  21  of  the  Act. 

The  table  at  the  end  of  this  section  gives  details  of  65  individua' 
unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year.  These  are  exclusive  of 
13  houses  which  are  closed  and/or  demolished  voluntarily.  De- 
ducting the  41  houses  officially  represented  prior  to  the  year  under 
review,  but  carried  over  to  1933  for  further  action,  the  number 
of  houses  officially  represented  during  1933  was  24,  consisting  of 
6 Underground  Sleeping  Places,  7 Back-to-Back  Houses,  5 Single- 
back  Houses,  and  6 “ Through  ” Houses. 


Based  upon  the  total  of  65  houses  actually  dealt  with  in  a 


statutory  manner  during  the  year,  the  following  is  a summary  of 
the  action  taken  : — 

Demolition  Order  made  during  1933  5 

Closing  Order  made  during  1933  17 

Closed  on  undertaking  during  1933  2 

Unfit  houses  vacated  during  1933  17 

Houses  made  fit  on  undertaking  during  1933  14 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  further  consideration  was 
carried  over  to  1934  27 


The  acceptance  m the  Public  Health  Committee  of  an  under- 
taking to  render  fit,  as  separate  back-to-back  houses,  the  six  unfit 
houses  Nos.  59,  61,  and  63,  Dale  Street,  and  Nos.  1,  2 and  3,  Court 
4,  Dale  Street,  Batley  Carr  (Reference  Nos.  28  to  33  inclusive) 
was  somewhat  unfortunate,  as  a most  favourable  opportunity  was 
lost  of  letting  light  and  air  into  one  particular  area  of  Batley 
Carr  wherein  numerous  small  dwelling-houses  of  a very  deficient 
type  are  crowded  together.  The  particular  houses  concerned 
were  a block  of  six  back-to-back  houses,  each  having  a living-room 
on  the  ground  floor  and  a single  bedroom  above.  Their  position 
in  relation  to  the  adjoining  streets  was  such  as  to  render  Howard 
Street  a cul-de-sac  at  its  westerly  end,  and  had  they  been 
demolished,  as  their  seriously  dilapidated  state  fully  warranted  at 
the  time,  Howard  Street  might  with  every  advantage  to  the 
health  and  convenience  of  the  people  living  in  the  locality  have 
been  extended  into  Dale  Street  at  a point  where  the  latter  is 
already  intersected  by  Cross  King  Street  on  the  opposite  side.  A 
glance  at  the  Ordnance  Map,  Sheet  “ Yorkshire  (West  Riding) 
CCXXXII  15  N.E.  Scale  1/1250",  will  make  quite  clear  what  is 
suggested  by  these  remarks. 
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On  the  19th  October,  1932,  when  the  official  representations 
under  Sections  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  were  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  external  walls  of  the  houses  were 
collapsing,  rendering  the  block  of  buildings  dangerous  as  a whole, 
ttiere  was  an  advanced  condition  of  disrepair  both  inside  and  out- 
side the  houses,  and  the  sanitary  defects  included  a lack  of  air- 
space and  ventilation,  and  an  absence  of  adequate  and  readily 
accessible  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  conveniences. 

On  the  owners’  representatives  appearing  before  the  Public 
Health  Committee  on  the  15th  February,  1933,  following  service  of 
Forms  No.  4,  an  offer  was  made  to  carry  out  certain  works  of 
reconstruction  and  improvement  before  the  31st  August,  1933, 
in  accordance  with  a specification  submitted  to  the  Committee. 
This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  Committee  as  an  undertaking  to 
make  fit  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Sani- 
tary Inspector  warned  the  Committee  the  proposed  works  would 
not  render  the  houses  fit  for  habitation.  Whilst  the  specification 
provided  for  the  re-building  of  the  dilapidated  external  walls  and 
roofs,  and  miscellaneous  works  of  repair,  the  houses  “ as  made 
fit  ” still  remained  of  a most  undesirable  back-to-back  type,  with  a 
lack  of  airspace  and  ventilation,  an  absence  of  adequate  and 
readily  accessible  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  conveniences. 

Notwithstanding  the  fulfilment  of  this  undertaking — for  the 
owner  fully  complied  with  it  so  far  as  it  went — the  houses  are 
to-day  obviously  unfit  according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by 
the  Housing  Acts,  and  it  is  safe  to  prophesy  that  at  some  future 
date,  when  this  particular  area  of  Batley  Carr  comes  forward  for 
treatment  through  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Acts,  the  history  of 
a previous  acceptance  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  an 
“ undertaking  to  make  fit  ” which  in  fact  did  not  make  fit,  will 
seriously  embarrass  the  Corporation  in  any  action  which  it  is 
called  upon  to  take. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  report  that  the  following  communica- 
tion from  a local  doctor  was  handed  in  at  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment whilst  this  section  of  the  Annual  Report  was  being 
drawn  up : — 


AND  CI.OSINCi  OHDURS;  HOl)SIN(i  ACTS, 


Ref  No 
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Dr 

26th  January,  1934. 

“ Mr.  and  Mrs 

8,  Coal  Pit  Lane, 

Carlinghow,  Batley, 

“ The  above  and  two  children  are  occupying  an  insanitary 
“ dwelling  at  above  address  and  are  recommended  for  the 
first  available  decent  house. 

“ (Signed)  

The  house  concerned  was  one  of  four  back-to-back  dwellings 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  officially  represented  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  the  17th 
February,  1932.  The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  action 
taken,  and  appeared  under  reference  numbers  8 to  11  in  the  table 
attached  to  page  37  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1932 : — 

‘‘  The  Public  Health  Committee  appointed  a Sub-Com- 
“ mittee  to  visit  and  report.  Later,  and  on  such  report,  the 
“ Public  Health  Committee  adjourned  consideration.” 

Reconditioning  of  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

The  reconditioning  of  unfit  houses  which  fall  within  the  category 
covered  by  Sec.  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  i.e.,  houses  which  can 
be  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  expense,  forms  a question  of  much 
difficulty  in  those  areas  of  the  Borough  wherein  numerous  dwell- 
ing-houses of  an  obsolete  and  deficient  type  are  crowded  together. 
In  the  first  place  there  is  such  a preponderance  of  back-to-back 
and  single-back  houses  in  these  areas  as  to  render  the  service 
of  Sec.  17  notices  a very  dangerous  procedure,  inasmuch  as 

(1)  It  is  an  impossibility  to  render  a back-to-back  or  single- 
back  house  fit  by  works  such  as  are  ordinary  classed  as 
“ repairs,” 

and  (2)Such  a notice  is  tantamount  to  a certificate  of  fitness 
once  the  works  specified  therein  are  carried  out. 

Secondly,  the  same  large  number  of  obsolete  and  deficient 
houses  takes  up  an  unduly  high  proportion  of  the  time  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  available  for  housing  matters,  in  attending 
to  frequently  occurring  and  recurring  defects  which  would  arise 
to  a very  much  smaller  degree  in  more  modern  and  substantial 
properties.  Hence  the  opportunities  to  thoroughly  survey  houses, 
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to  work  out  carefully  thought  out  schemes  of  improvement  such 
as  would  render  the  houses  fit  according  to  the  standards  laid 
down  by  the  Housing  Acts,  to  follow  up  such  schemes  by  the 
drafting  of  detailed  specifications  of  works,  and  the  exercise  of 
the  further  miscellaneous  duties  incident  to  the  necessary  re- 
inspection and  supervision  of  works  in  progress,  are  not  com- 
mensurate with  what  the  urgency  of  the  housing  problem  in  the 
Borough  warrants. 

The  method  of  securing  house  repairs  by  informal  action  was 
pursued  with  vigour  during  the  year  under  review,  and,  as  a result, 
a considerable  number  of  communications  was  sent  out  to  owners 
urging  attention  to  repairs.  Much  good  work  was  thereby  secured, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  since  the  holding  of  the  local 
inquiry  which  preceded  the  confirmation  by  the  Minister  of  Healtn 
of  the  Borough  of  Batley  (Albert  Square  No.  l)  Clearance  Order, 
1933,  owners  generally  have  shown  an  increased  willingness  to 
effect  repairs,  so  much  so  that  working-class  houses  are  much 
more  than  formerly  being  repaired  voluntarily,  i.e.,  without  re- 
course to  action  initiated  by  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Much  greater  progress  is  attainable  if  only  owners  will  increase 
this  interest,  and  not  only  maintain  a higher  “ repair  ” standard, 
but  in  suitable  instances  come  forward  with  voluntary  schemes 
to  open  out  those  ugly  blocks  of  unhealthy  back-to-back'  and  single 
back  houses  which  are  such  a blot  upon  our  working-class  resi- 
dential areas  in  Batley,  to  let  in  light  and  air,  and  convert  them 
into  “ through  ’ ’houses  provided  with  a reasonable  degree  of 
amenity. 

By  such  a policy  many  deficient  dwelling-house  properties  might 
with  all-round  advantage  be  saved  for  some  years,  instead  of 
continuing  an  uninterrupted  course  towards  inclusion  by  the  local 
authority  in  Clearance  Areas  scheduled  for  demolition  without 
compensation  to  the  owners  concerned. 

1 

Overcrowding. 

On  pages  37  and  38  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1932  a summary 
was  given  of  a Supplementary  Report  on  Overcrowding  previously 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. With  slight  variation  the  details  given  therein  apply  with 
equal  force  at  the  present  time. 


The  following  are  serious  individual  cases  of  overcrowding  where 
special  action  was  taken  during  the  year  1933  : — 


Premises. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

21,  Fleming  St.,  Batley 

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

10  Occupants. 

; Previous  action  described  on  page 
39  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1932. 
From  the  22nd  July,  1932,  to  the  13th 
Jan.,  1934,  this  case  came  before  the 
Court  on  no  less  than  four  occa- 
sions, and  on  the  latter  mentioned 
date  was  adjourned  for  a further 
period  of  3 months. 

11.  Prospect  Terrace, 
Beaumont  St.,  Mount 
Pleasant  

Through  House. 

3 Rooms. 

9 Occupants. 

Previous  action  described  on  page 
39  of  the  Annual  Reoort  for  1932. 
House  vacated  on  15/5/33. 

2,  Court  4,  Dale  Street, 
Batley  Carr  

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

11  Occupants. 

Previous  action  described  on  page 
39  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1932 
House  vacated  on  1/9/33. 

3,  Quarry  Street,  Track 
Road  ... 

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

11  Occupants. 

Statutory  Notice  served. 

Not  complied  with  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

9,  Naylor’s  Fold,  Batley 
Carr  

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

11  Occupants. 

Statutory  Notice  served. 

Demolition  Order  made  under  Sec. 

Housing  Act,  1930,  on  3rd  June, 
1934. 

5,  Court  4,  King  Street. 
Batley  Carr  

Underground 
Sleeping  Place. 

2 Rooms. 

6 Occupants  . 

(2  Families). 

Statutory  Notice  served 

Nuisance  abated. 

13.  Villiers  Street, 

Batley 

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

10  Occupants. 

Statutory  Notice  served. 
h(^^e^  oioved  into  a municipal 

23,  Cross  Mill  Street, 
Batley ... 

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms. 

6 Occupants. 

Sanitary  Notice  served. 

house^  into  a municipal 

7,  Bridle  Street,  Soot- 
hill  

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

3 Rooms. 

8 Occupants. 

Sanitary  Notice  served.* 
ho^e^  oaoved  into  a municipal 

78,  Brookroyd  Lane  ... 

Single-back  House 
2 Rooms. 

9 Occupants. 

Sanitary  Notice  served. 

Family  moved  into  a municipal 
bouse. 

2,  Yard  6,  Cross  Bank 
Road.  Batley  

1 

Back  - to  - Back 
House. 

2 Rooms.  j 

7 Occupants. 

Statutory  Notice  served. 

Number  of  occupants  reduced  but 
nuisance  not  finally  abated  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

3,  Yard  6.  Cross  Bank 
Road,  Batley i 

1 

1 

Back  - to  - Backli 

House.  1 

2 Rooms 

Statutory  Notice  served. 

House  vacated  on  30/3/33. 

6 Occupants. 
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The  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  H.  L.  Hall)  kindly  supplies  the 
following  information  : — 

Number  of  Subsidy  Houses  erected  by  the  Corporation 


under  the  1924  Act  32 

Subsidy  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  Nil. 


Non-Subsidy  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  106 

Number  of  Subsidy  Houses  erected  by  Corporation  since 
house  building  operations  commenced : — 


Housing  Act,  1919 178 

Housing  Act,  1923  64 

Housing  Act,  1924  180 


422 

The  Corporation  has  purchased  10.124  acres  of  land  in  Purlwell 
Lane  for  re-housing  purposes. 

Plans  for  the  building  of  Corporation  houses  are  not  seen  by 
the  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department  but  they  are  asked 
to  examine  and  report  upon  ail  building  plans  for  private  owmers. 

At  December  31st,  1933,  the  number  of  persons  wffiose  names 
appeared  on  the  ordinary  waiting  list  as  prospective  Corporation 
tenants  was  80. 

Under  the  1924  Act  32  houses  were  erected  by  the  Corporation 
during  1933,  twenty-two  being  in  Victoria  Avenue  and  Purlwell 
Hall  Road,  and  ten  on  the  Housing  Estate. 

For  the  22  in  Victoria  Avenue,  etc.,  there  were  550  applicants 
before  the  Committee  decided  that  no  more  applications  should 
be  received.  Mr.  Warden,  the  Housing  Estate  manager,  informs 
me  that  whilst  many  of  these  persons  were  anxious  to  obtian  a 
better  house  a large  majority  were  tempted  by  the  rents,  which 
w^ere  low^er  than  they  were  already  paying  for  an  insanitary  house.. 

Twenty  years  ago,  and  on  various  occasions  since,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  advocated  the  building  of  small 
dwellings  to  accommodate  aged  couples  in  their  declining  years. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  1934  the  Corporation  decided 
to  build  10  houses  of  this  nature,  thus  following  the  example  of 
many  other  towns. 

The  housing  conditions  in  Batley  present  a formidable  problem. 
Many  dwellings  are  legacies  from  former  generations,  when  people 
w'ere  able  to  build  wffien,  wdiere,  and  how  they  liked.  To  comply 
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with  the  requirements  of  modern  legislation  would  involve  the 
demolition  of  very  many  houses  in  the  town.  Owing  to  the  staff 
of  sanitary  inspectors  in  Batley  being  fully  occupied — even  to  the 
extent  of  frequent  overtime  and  Sunday  work  for  which  they  obtain 
no  financial  recompense— it  has  been  impossible  to  perform  the 
sanitary  survey  required  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Regulations, 
and  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  been  informed  to  this  effect 
on  several  occasions.  As  an  example  of  what  is  meant  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  in  the  days  of  the  old  Local  Government  Board 
it  was  laid  down  by  that  Board  that  the  services  of  one  whole 
time  Sanitary  Inspector  were  necessary  for  a population  of  not 
more  than  ten  thousand.  On  this  basis  of  many  years  ago  three 
inspectors  are  insufficient  in  Batley  on  population  alone.  When  it 
is  rememiiered,  however,  that  the  duties  performed  to-day  by 
sanitary  inspectors  (in  consequence  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  Ministry 
of  Health  Regulations,  etc.,  which  have  become  operative  during 
the  last  thirty  years)  cannot  be  properly  compared  with  even 
immediate  pre-war  conditions,  the  facts  need  no  argument.  In 
addition,  in  Batley,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  called  upon 
to  act  as  Cleansing  Superintendent.  This  is  an  office  usually 
occupied  hy  a separate  individual.  It  takes  a large  part  of  the 
Senior  Inspector’s  time  in  Batley,  estimated  at  25  per  cent. 
Meat  Inspection  alone,  through  wffiich  action  is  taken  to  prevent 
the  ratepayers  purchasing  and  consuming  diseased  or  unsound 
meat,  occupies  the  equivalent  of  one  inspector’s  time  nearly  three 
days  weekly.  Many  other  reasons  could  be  advanced,  but  space 
vill  not  permit.  The  reason  why  the  subject  is  mentioned  is  be- 
cause any  suggestion  of  increasing  the  staff  of  inspectors  is  always 
received  with  hostility  and  the  usual  reply  is  ‘‘  what  was  sufficient 
in  the  past  is  good  enough  to-day.”  Having  drawn  attention  to 
the  facts  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been 
performed. 

The  following  extract  from  the  local  press  of  January  2Tth, 
1934,  gives  the  views  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee (Alderman  Milnes)  when  he  spoke  at  the  local  Butchers’ 
Association  annual  dinner  ; — 

Alderman  Alfred  Milnes,  Batley,  said  during  the  past  two 
> ears  butchers  had  been  over-run  with  officialism.  Not  only 
were  butchers  affected,  but  it  was  a general  complaint.  The 
laws  of  the  land,  however,  had  to  be  carried  out.  Still  more 
officialism  was  to  come.” 
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It  is  generally  held  that  modern  ideas  of  decency  and  hygienic 
requirements  need  the  provision  of  a separate  water  closet  for 
every  house.  In  Batley  the  minimum  standard  until  recently  was 
one  convenience  to  every  two  houses.  About  two  years  ago  this 
came  to  an  end  through  the  Public  Health  Committee  adopting 
the  principle  of  relationship  between  number  of  inhabitants  in 
houses  and  conveniences  thought  desirable  whereby  in  the  par- 
ticular instance  sanction  was  given  to  one  convenience  to  three 
houses.  In  practice  such  a method  is  unworkable  and  discredit- 
able to  any  town.  Its  existence  in  Batley  has  put  a stop  to  pro- 
gress in  this  direction. 

During  recent  months  a type  of  house  has  been,  or  is  being, 
built  in  Batley  which  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  on  the 
Town  Council  and  reports  have  appeared  in  the  press. 

The  following  remarks  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  are 
taken  from  certificates  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer-  of  Health 
after  examination  of  plans.  They  are  reproduced  here  as  a matter 
of  interest : — 

‘‘  Whilst  the  proposed  houses  will  not  contravene  the  Borough 
of  Batley  Bye-laws,  attention  is  drawn  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1138,  August  19th,  1930,  page  13,  paragraph  14,  which 
refers  to  the  permissible  accommodation  in  certain  types  of  houses 
where  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  sanction  grants  to  Local  Auth- 
orities in  such  cases  where  they  themselves  are  erecting  new  dwell- 
ings for  the  Working  Classes,  e.g.,  2 bedroom^-houses  must  not 
have  more  than  4 occupants.” 

The  following  remarks  by  Mr.  Hornby  should  be  of  interest 
to  the  Committee  : — 

The  cubic  capacities  of  the  bedrooms  of  these  proposed  houses 
are  : — Large  bedroom,  1,092  c.  ft.  ; Small  bedroom,  549  c.  ft.  Allow- 
ing a minimum  deduction  for  furniture,  the  capacities  become 
reduced  to  : — Large  bedroom,  1,000  c.  ft.  and  Small  bedroom  500 
cu.  ft. 

‘‘  Considering  the  Common  Lodging  House  standard  for  over- 
crowding both  as  regards  cubic  space  and  moral  overcrowding 
the  large  bedroom  might  be  occupied  as  a maximum  by  husband, 
wife  and  two  children  under  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  the  small 
bedroom  by  one  adult  and  one  child  of  the  same  sex.  In  such  an 
instance  as  this,  immediately  two  of  the  children  reached  ten 
years  of  age  the  house  would  become  overcrowded  on  moral 
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grounds.  Further,  such  a house  would  be  overcrowded  if  occupied 
only  by  husband,  wife  and  two  children  over  ten  years  of  age, 
whether  of  the  same  or  opposite  sexes.  The  above  remarks  indi- 
cate the  difficulties  which  are  likely  to  arise  if  two-bedroomed 
houses  of  the  type  proposed  become  tenanted  by  young  married 
couples  with  growing  families.  In  other  words  it  is  inviting  over- 
crowding.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  Sec.  105 
of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921,  which  states  “ Section  23  of 
‘ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  ’ in  its  application 
to  the  Borough  shall  have  effect  as  if  the  words  ‘ and  floor  area  ^ 
had  been  inserted  therein  after  the  word  ‘ height  ’ in  Sub-Section 
(1)  of  that  Section.” 

Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890 
provides — amongst  other  things — power  to  every  urban  authority 
to  make  byelaws  with  respect  to  certain  matters  amongst  which  is 
included  the  following  sentence  ‘The  structure  of  floors,  hearths, 
and  staircases,  AND  THE  HEIGHT  OF  ROOMS  INTENDED 
TO  BE  USED  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION.” 

In  considering  the  desirability  of  making  application  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  power  to  control  minimum  size  of  dwelling- 
houses  it  is  useful  to  consider  the  terms  of  Sec.  92  Housing  Act 
1925  and  Sec.  47  Housing  Act  1930,  wherein  it  is  laid  down  that 
in  circumstances  where  a local  authority  advances  money  for  con- 
structing, altering,  or  repairing  dwelling-houses,  etc,,  etc..  Sub- 
section (2)  of  Sec.  92  of  the  Housing  Act  1925  mentions  (a)  in 
the  case  of  a two-storeyed  house  six  hundred  and  twenty  super- 
ficial feet ; (b)  in  the  case  of  a structurally  separate  and  self- 
contained  flat  or  a one-storeyed  house  five  hundred  and  fifty  super- 
ficial feet ; those  measurements  being  calculated  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  made  by  the  Minister.  In  special  circumstances  the 
measurements  for  a limited  number  of  houses  relating  to  any 
particular  area  may  l)e  reduced  to  five  hundred  and  seventy  feet 
in  the  case  of  a two-storeyed  house  and  five  hundred  in  the  case 
of  a flat  or  one-storeyed  house. 

Should  the  Corporation  secure  the  powers  referred  to  above, 
then,  inasmuch  as  the  Borough  Building  Byelaws  lay  down  a 
minimum  height  of  eight  feet  for  habitable  rooms,  the  cubic  capaci- 
ties represented  by  the  superficial  areas  quoted  would  be  4960  cu. 
ft.  at  (a)  and  4400  cu.  ft.  as  regards  (b). 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby)  has  compiled 
a portion  of  this  section ; — 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  There  are  sixteen  producers  of  milk 
within  the  Borough  and  one  producer  of  graded  milk  (Pasteur- 
ised). During  the  year  under  review  a modern  pasteurisation 
plant  was  put  into  operation  by  an  important  local  organisation, 
and  marks  a distinct  advance  in  the  interests  of  a public  milk 
supply  safeguarded  against  the  transmission  of  tuberculosis  and 
other  dangerous  infections. 

The  Corporation,  on  the  advice  of  the  M.  O.  H.,  arranged  to 
have  pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  the  patients  in  the  Maternity 
Home  as  an  educational  measure  as  well  as  giving  them  a safe 
milk  supply. 

The  following  licenses  were  granted  to  sell  Graded  Milk  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  : — 

Certified  Milk,  5;  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk,  2;  Pasteurised  Milk,  6. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  number  of  Certi- 
fied ” and  “ Grade  A ” retailers  dropped  from  9 to  7,  the  retailers 
of  Pasteurised  Milk  increased  from  2 to  6.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  Pasteurised  Milk  is  increasing  in  popularity,  and  that  more 
of  this  particular  grade  is  now  Ijeing  consumed  in  Batley  than  ail 
the  other  grades  put  together. 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  detract  from  the  excellences 
of  Certified  Milk,  which  should  still  be  preferred  by  those  who  are 
prepared  to  pay  the  higher  price  which  its  selective  quality  com- 
mands, but  it  should  be  definitely  understood  that  apart  from 
Certified  Milk  the  only  safe  milk  supplj^  is  Pasteurised  Milk. 

From  time  to  time  difficulties  have  arisen  through  retailers  of 
graded  milks  failing  to  renew  their  licences,  notwithstanding  that 
it  is  clearly  stated  on  every  licence  that  the  same  only  operates 
until  the  31st  December  of  the  year  when  granted.  Failure  to 
renew  such  licences  renders  the  retailer  liable  to  a penalty  of  Cri 
and  a further  fine  of  40s.  per  day  in  the  case  of  a continuing 
offence.  The  same  difficulty  has  arisen  this  year,  and  it  would  seem 
a prosecution  will  be  necessary  if  there  is  no  alteration. 
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The  names  and  addresses  of  persons  licensed  to  sell  graded 
milks  in  Batley  during  1933  are  as  follow 

CEliTlBlED  MILK— 

Wood,  Charles,  Hilcrest  Farm,  Morley. 

Gray,  Bertha,  Holly  Croft  Farm,  Upper  Batley. 

Haley,  George,  15a,  Regent  Street,  Heckmondwike. 

Almond,  J.  W.  and  L,  5,  Lohley  {Street,  Heckmondwike. 
Brooke,  William,  72,  Town  {Street,  Batley  Carr. 

GRADE  A (TUBERCULIN  TESTED)  MILK— 

Carlton,  David,  52,  Cliffe  Street,  Dewsbury. 

Haigh,  Geo.  A.,  93,  Occupation  Lane,  Staincliffe. 

GRADE  A MILK— 

Nil. 

PASTEURISED. 

Crowther,  Bert,  Crosshills  Dairy  Farm,  Hartshead. 
Dewsbury  Pioneers’  Industrial  Society,  Dewsbury. 

Batley  Co-operative  Society,  Batley. 

Birstall  Industrial  Co-operative  Society,  Birstall. 

Clay,  W.  E.  W.  and  Son,  Manorcroft  Dairy,  Dewsbury, 
Hodgson,  R.  W.,  Smithies  Moor  Farm,  Birstall. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  VETERINARY  INSPECTORS. 

3rd  June,  1933. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my  inspec- 
tion of  the  cows  in  milk  in  the  Borough  of  Batley. 

There  are  good  specimens  of  milk  cows  in  the  Borough;  one 
could  wish  that  Marriott  had  greater  pride  in  his  class  of  cow. 

The  general  health  and  condition  (even  considering  time  of  year 
when  one  expects  the  cows  to  look  well)  is  quite  satisfactory  ; the 
cows’  udders  generally  are  satisfactory. 

I have  noted  a few  cases  of  deaf  quarters  in  udders,  also  two 
cases  of  a slight  mastitis. 

I have  under  observation  at  present  a cow  (Burrows),  although 
not  show  ing  definite  clinical  signs  of  Tuberculosis,  is  light  in  flesh 
but  rdder  normal. 

In  retention  of  placenta  owmers  generally  are  converted  to 
having  the  same  removed. 
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We  had  in  March  a milk  cow  (Tetley’s)  placed  under  Tul)er 
culosis  Order,  proving  on  post-mortem  advanced  Tuberculosis. 

In  May  a cow  (Brown’s)  placed  under  Order  which  on  post 
mortem  also  proved  to  be  advanced  Tuberculosis. 

I do  think  one  can  safely  say  the  health  of  the  cows  was  found 
to  be  good. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

6th  December,  1933. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my  inspec- 
tion of  the  milk  cows  in  the  Borough  of  Batley. 

The  general  health  and  condition  of  the  cows,  which  are  a 
useful  class,  quite  satisfactory. 

Although  a few  instances  of  uneven  hind  quarters,  the  udders 
are  from  a tubercular  point  of  view  satisfactory. 

I noticed  three  cases  of  a mastitis,  also  deaf  quarters. 

A case  of  enlarged  supramammary  gland  at  Browns’  but  the 
cow  does  not  exhibit  definite  signs  of  Tuberculosis. 

I have  removed  placentas  (retained)  ; a very  wise  procedure. 

The  cow  (Burrows’)  named  in  last  report  much  improved  and 
looking  well. 

Marriott’s  herd — young,  rather  low  in  flesh,  but  healthy. 

During  the  half  year  I have  placed  no  cow  under  the  Tu]>cr- 
culosis,  1925,  Order. 

Visited  17  byres. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WHITEHEAD, 

Veterinary  Surgeon, 


Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

15th  March,  1933. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I ])eg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  registered  milk  producers’  premises 
in  your  Borough  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hornby,  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector. 
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Mr.  MeKellar  visited  17  farms  and  examined  266  cows  (259  in 
milk  and  7 dry),  taking  two  sampled  of  expectorate  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  In  one  of  these  tubercle  bacilli  were  de- 
monstrated and  the  cow  responsible  was  reported  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  to  your  Authority. 

With  the  above  exception  Mr.  MeKellar  reports  that  the  health 
of  the  cows  was  good  and  their  cleaidiness  in  most  cases  satis- 
factory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 


Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield, 

18th  August,  1933. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Borough  of  Batley. 

I have  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  J.  M.  MeKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  registered  milk  producers’  premises 
in  the  Borough,  accompanied  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
Hornby. 

Mr.  MeKellar  visited  17  farms  and  examined  252  cows  (251  i.i 
milk  and  one  dry),  taking  two  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  neither  of  these,  however,  were  tubercle  bacilli 
demonstrated. 

Three  cows  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  forms  of  chronic 
mastitis,  the  owners  being  duly  instructed  regarding  the  use  of 
the  milk  from  the  animals  concerned. 

Mr.  MeKellar  reports  that  the  health  of  the  cows  was  good 
and  their  cleanliness  highly  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 
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COWSHEDS 

No.  of  Cowsheds,  32. 

No  of  Milk  Cows,  256. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers,  17. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  who  are  also  retail  purvej^ors  of 
milk,  7. 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  with  premises  in  the  Borough,  28. 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  with  premises  outside  the 
Borough,  41. 

In  pages  45  and  46,  34  and  35,  and  30,  of  the  Annual  Reports 
for  1930',  1931  and  1932,  particulars  were  given  of  the  efforts  made, 
and  improvements  effected  in  respect  of  the  premises  dealt  with 
under  this  heading. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  improvements  to  floors, 
drainage,  lighting  and  ventilation  were  in  progress  in  respect  of 
one  cowshed  at  Field  Head  Farm,  in  another  at  “ Sunnybank,” 
Upper  Batley,  and  the  midden  stead  at  Cross  Bank  Farm  has  been 
improved. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS 

No.  on  the  Register,  28.  Inspections,  50. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  3. 

(b)  MEATS  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

During  1933  975  visits  by  day  and  61  by  night  were  made  to 
slaughterhouses  ; 457  visits  by  day  and  87  by  night  to  meat  shops  ; 
and  55  visits  by  day  and  13  by  night  to  the  market. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  and  their  organs  examined  in  local 
slaughterhouse  was  8,533,  consisting  of  1,505  Beasts,  263  Calves, 
4,574  Sheep,  and  2,191  Pigs. 

As  a result  over  7 tons  of  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome 
meat  were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human 
food. 

On  reference  to  the  table  shewing  Surrenders  and  Seizures  of 
Unsound  Food,  Offals,  etc.,  1933,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
amount  condemned  is  less  by  over  one  ton  than  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  due  to  a fall  in  the  number 
of  total  condemnations  in  respect  of  beasts,  being  5 for  1933  as 
against  10  for  the  previous  year, 
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Of  all  meat  condemned  in  the  l)eef  class,  81  per  cent,  was  for 
tuberculosis,  as  against  78  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year.  As 
regards  pigs,  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  weight  condemned  was  for 
tuberculosis,  as  against  84  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year. 

It  will,  therefore,  })e  clear  that  quite  apart  from  the  public 
health  aspect,  this  single  disease  continues  to  be  the  chief  factor 
governing  the  losses  which  the  trade  sustains  annually  at  the 
instance  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  If  this  meat  had  not 
been  inspected  and  condemned  what  would  have  become  of  it? 

The  whole  of  the  meat  condemned  was  destroyed  at  the  Cor- 
poration Destructor  Works,  the  greater  portion  of  it  having  been 
previously  surrendered  to  the  Corporation  by  the  butchers  con- 
cerned. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  following  instances;— 

CASE  I.  Beast  diseased  with  generalised  tuberculosis  slaugh- 
tered in  a local  slaughter-house.  Butchei's  concerned  failed  to 
give  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  Local  Authority.  A portion  of  dis- 
eased liver  had  ))een  sold  prior  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
examination  of  the  carcase  and  organs.  On  prosecution  following 
seizure  of  the  carcase  and  organs  the  Bench  found  two  defendants 
guilty  and  imposed  fines  of  £6  for  being  in  possession  of  diseased 
meat  and  £l  for  failing  to  notify  in  one  instance,  and  £l  for  failing 
to  notify  in  the  other. 

CASE  2.— Beast  diseased  with  localised  tuberculosis  slaughtered 
in  a local  slaughter-hoi’se.  Butchers  concerned  failed  to  give  notice 
of  the  fact  to  the  Local  Authority.  On  examination  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  found  a certain  important  lymphatic  gland  had  been 
removed,  obviously  with  the  intention  of  concealing  the  disease. 

A search  of  a yard  adjoining  the  slaughter-house  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  missing  gland,  which  was  found  seriously  diseased 
with  tuberculosis.  On  prosecution  following  seizure  of  the  diseased 
portions  of  meat  the  Bench  found  three  defendants  guilty  and 
imposed  fines  of  £6  for  being  in  possession  of  diseased  meat  and 
£l  for  failing  to  notify  in  one  instance,  and  £2  and  £l  respectively 
for  failing  to  notify  in  the  second  and  third  instances. 

Legal  proceedings  were  also  taken  in  two  separate  instances 
against  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  or  transport  of  meat 
for  not  taking  such  precautions  as  are  reasonably  necessary  to 
prevent  the  exposure  of  the  meat  to  conlamination,  as  required 
by  Article  21  (2)  (b)  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
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In  both  cases  the  Bench  accepted  the  evidence  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  that  the  outer 
clothing  of  the  defendant  was  so  unclean  as  to  contaminate  any 
meat  with  which  it  came  into  contact,  and  imposed  fines  of  £2  and 
£l  respectively. 

Notwithstanding  the  public  warning  that  these  prosecutions 
represent,  it  remains  obviously  true  that  the  methods  ordinarily 
practised  in  the  handling  and  transport  of  meat  and  other  foods 
still  leave  much  to  be  desired,  both  as  regards  Batley  and  the 
majority  of  other  towns. 

There  is  unfortunately  still  too  much  dirt,  carelessness  and  in- 
difference associated  with  the  handling  of  the  people’s  vital  foods, 
and  if  the  combined  forces  of  ordinary  commonsense,  moral  obliga- 
tion, and  occasional  public  example  in  the  Courts,  fails  to  bring 
the  methods  of  the  guilty  ones  into  line  with  modern  hygienic 
standards,  it  only  remains  for  the  Local  Authorities  and  their 
Officers  to  apply  the  necessary  corrective  powers  with  increased 
zeal. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Briefly,  this  is  an  Act  which  has  as  its  objects  the  supersession 
of  the  old  crude  methods  of  slaughter,  which  offended  the  public 
conscience,  by  efficient  humane  methods,  and  was  timed  to  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1934. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  all  the  necessary  adminis- 
trative measures  had  been  taken  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  would  be  faithfully  observed. 

All  the  local  butchers  were  circularised  and  opportunity  given 
to  familiarise  themselves  with  the  details  of  their  obligations,  and 
arrangements  made  for  the  licensing  of  over  forty  butchers  as 
licensed  slaughtermen,  who  after  January  1st,  1934,  will  be  the 
only  persons  legally  entitled  to  slaughter  animals  in  local  slaughter- 
houses, that  is,  in  addition  to  any  butchers  who  hold  licences 
granted  by  outside  local  authorities. 

As  regards  the  animals  to  which  the  humane  methods  of  slaugh- 
ter laid  down  by  the  Act  apply,  reference  need  only  be  made  to 
those  ordinarily  slaughtered  in  the  Borough,  i.e.,  beasts,  calves, 
pigs  and  sheep.  Of  these,  the  first  three  classes  of  animals  are 
included  in  the  category  to  which  humane  methods  of  slaughter 
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are  compulsory,  subject  in  the  case  of  pigs  to  a supply  of  elec- 
tricity being  available,  which  latter  qualification  is  fulfilled  in 
every  slaughter-house  in  Batley.  Sheep  are  not  included  in  this 
category  unless  the  Local  Authority  by  resolution  decides  so  to 
include  them.  On  considering  whether  such  a resolution  should 
be  passed,  strong  opposition  was  put  forward  by  the  butchers, 
and  with  the  object  of  forming  its  final  decision  upon  adequate 
evidence,  the  Public  Health  Committee  held  a special  meeting 
which  a deputation  of  local  butchers  and  an  expert  representing 
the  R.S.P.C.A.  attended  and  gave  their  respective  views. 

As  a result  of  this  evidence,  and  after  considering  fully  the  many 
viewpoints  put  forth  by  both  parties,  the  Committee  recommended 
the  Town  Council  to  pass  the  necessary  resolution,  as  a result  of 
which  sheep  are  to  be  included  from  the  1st  March,  1934,  in  the 
category  to  which  humane  methods  of  slaughter  as  laid  down  by 
Section  1 of  the  Act  are  compulsory. 

This  decision  fully  accords  with  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  at 
the  time  when  the  Act  was  first  discussed  by  the  Committee. 

In  the  above  summarised  account,  the  phrase  human  methods 
of  slaughter  ” has  been  used  for  purposes  of  brevity.  The  full 
wording  of  Section  1 of  the  Act  is  as  follows : — 

“No  animal  to  which  this  section  applies  shall  be  slaughtered 
“ in  a slaughter-house  or  knacker’s  yard  except  in  accordance 
“ with  the  following  provisions,  that  is  to  say,  every  such  animal 
“ shall  be  instantaneously  slaughtered,  or  shall  by  stunning 
“ be  instantaneously  rendered  insensible  to  pain  until  death 
“ supervenes,  and  such  slaughtering  or  stunning  shall  be  effected 
“ by  means  of  a mechanically-operated  instrument  in  proper 
“ repair.” 

The  above  section  will  as  already  indicated  apply  in  Batley  to 
beasts,  calves  and  pigs  on  and  after  January  1st,  1934,  and  to  sheep 
on  and  after  March  1st,  1934. 

Inasmuch  as  official  tests  proved  that  the  times  which  elapsed 
between  the  commencement  of  slaughter  and  the  cessation  of  con- 
sciousness in  respect  of  sheep  were  33  l/5th  seconds  by  old  methods, 
as  against  only  4/5th  of  a second  by  the  humane  method  using  the 
mechanically-operated  instrument,  the  above-mentioned  decision  of 
the  Batley  Town  Council  with  regard  to  sheep  is  incontestable. 
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Notwithstanding  that  its  coming  into  operation  was  unaccom- 
panied by  any  shew  of  public  enthusiasm,  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933,  promises  the  greatest  practical  usefulness.  The  properly 
qualified  butcher  is  bound  to  benefit  in  status  by  a licence  indi- 
cating that  he  only  is  to  be  officially  recognised  as  a fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  entrusted  with  the  responsibility  of  slaughter  animals 
for  human  food,  and  unlicensed  incompetents  will  be  eliminated 
from  the  trade.  The  consumer  will  derive  advantage  in  that  his 
conscience  will  no  longer  be  shocked  by  crude  practices  which  in- 
volved considerable  cruelty.  Last,  but  not  least,  the  animals  them- 
selves which  contribute  so  much  to  human  happiness,  health,  and 
efficiency,  will  be  benefitted  by  an  official  recognition  of  the  in- 
disputable principle  that  their  great  sacrifice  shall  be  free  from 
physical  pain. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

No.  of  premises,  13.  Inspections,  1,036. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  5. 

Under  this  heading  in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1929,  1930,  1931 
and  1932,  reference  was  made  to  a Sub-Committee  which  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  consider  the  history 
of  every  slaughter-house  in  the  Borough  with  a view  to  final 
classification  of  each  such  establishment  under  one  of  the  headings, 
i.e.,  “ Registered,’’  “ Licensed  prior  to  1890,”  and  “ Annually 
Licensed.” 

The  remarks  made  therein  still  apply. 

The  poor  condition  and  lack  of  general  suitability  of  most  local 
slaughterhouses  was  treated  fully  in  pages  36,  37  and  43  of  the 
Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1927,  1928  and  1930  respectively. 

The  adverse  comments  and  suggestions  made  therein  apply 
with  equal  force  to-day. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

No.  of  premises,  3 (excluding  Fried  Fish  Shops). 

No.  of  inspections,  14. 

The  number  of  inspections  given  above  does  not  represent  the 
actual  inspections  made,  as  two  important  premises  are  run  in 
conjunction  with  slaughter-houses,  and  visits  are  included  in  inspec- 
tions under  that  heading.  The  processes  carried  on  are  Tripe 
Boiling,  Fat  Rendering  and  Gut  Scraping.  The  premises  are  in 
the  main  satisfactory. 
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SURRENDERS  AND  SEIZURES  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD, 
OFFAL,  ETC.,  1&33. 

Numbers  of  whole  carcases,  parts  of  carcases,  organs  and  offals 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food  : — 


Cattle  Sheep.  Pigs.  Calves.  Total. 


Whole  carcases,  including 

organs  5 

— 

6 

1 

12 

Part  carcases  

4 

— 

4 

— 

8 

Heads,  including  tongues  ... 

62 

— 

121 

1 

184 

Lungs  

162 

4 

65 

3 

234 

Livers  

165 

21 

90 

2 

278 

Hearts  

1 

2 

58 

1 

62 

Spleens  

3 

— 

5 

— 

8 

Stomachs  

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

Diaphragms 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Mesenteries 

38 

— 

83 

— 

121 

Kidneys  

19 

— 

6 

— 

25 

Tongues  (excluding  heads)  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Udders  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION 

Cattle 

Disease.  lbs. 

AND  WEIGHT. 

Sheep.  Pigs.  Calves.  Total, 
lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  

9575 

— 

3214 

93 

12882 

Distomatosis  

1665 

68 

— 

— 

1733 

Cirrhosis  

134 

— 

159 

— 

293 

Actinomycosis 

82 

— 

— 

— 

82 

Abscesses 

245 

8 

— 

— 

253 

Parasitic  Cysts  

14 

2 

40 

— 

56 

Urticaria  

— 

— 

40 

— 

40 

Bruising  

18 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Infarcts 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Sapraemia 

. . ..  — 

— 

160 

— 

160 

Septic  Pericarditis  

— 

— 

138 

— 

138 

Tumour  

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Necrosis  

1 

— 

9 

— 

10 

Angioma  

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Inflammation  

— 

14 

81 

— 

95 

Septicaemia  

— 

— 

113 

— 

113 

Degeneration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nephritis  

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

11,757 

92  3960  93  15,902 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

equals 

7 

1 

3 

20 

Prepared  Meat  (Decomposition) 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Rabbits  (Decomposition)  . 

— 

— 

1 

12 

Caned  Tongue  (Decomposition) 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

7 

4 

0 

17 

COMPARISON 

WITH  RECENT  YEARS. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Tons. 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1926  ... 

...  2 11  3 

18 

1930  . 

10 

11  0 

26 

1927  ... 

...  9 14  1 

5 

1931  . 

7 

3 1 

16 

1928  ... 

...  9 5 0 

t 

1932  . 

8 

12  2 

3 

1929  ... 

...  8 12  3 

23 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS:— 

No.  of  premises,  65.  No.  of  inspections,  134. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  26. 

Steady  progress  continues  to  be  made  towards  raising  the 
hygienic  standard  of  these  premises  to  what  is  required  by  the 
Byelaws  relating  to  Offensive  Trades,  put  into  force  by  the  Cor- 
poration on  the  7th  February,  1930. 

The  necessity  for  newcomers  into  the  trade  to  obtain  formally 
the  permission  of  the  Town  Council  before  commencing  business, 
is  a valuable  measure,  and  one  which  is  reflected  in  the  better 
type  of  premises  opened  during  the  past  three  years. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  the  Corporation  possesses  no  power 
to  refuse  a licence  for  the  establishment  of  this  particular  trade 
solely  on  the  grounds  that  the  normal  needs  of  the  public  are 
adequately  provided  for  by  already  existing  shops,  or  to  directly 
enforce  closure  of  the  least  suitable  shops,  established  many  years 
before  the  power  to  grant  licences  was  acquired  by  the  Corpora- 
tion. The  frequent  applications  for  the  transfer  of  licences  incident 
to  changes  of  occupation,  and  the  advertisements  which  from  time 
to  time  appear  in  the  press  for  the  sale  of  these  businesses  locally, 
indicate  that  so  far  as  Batley  is  concerned  the  public  demand  for 
this  class  of  food  is  fully  satisfied,  and  suggest  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  further  new  businesses  will  not  be  in  the  best  interests 
of  public  health,  quite  apart  from  the  commercial  aspect. 

ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

No.  of  premises,  15.  Inspections,  31. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  5. 

BAKEHOUSES 

No.  of  premises,  37.  Inspections,  61. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  12. 

All  the  above  three  classes  of  premises  have  been  kept  under 
observation  and  attention  given  to  nuisances  and  defects  as  and 
when  such  matters  have  arisen. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES 

No.  of  Houses,  2;  Keepers,  2;  Inspections,  5. 

The  houses  are  small  concerns  consisting  of  five  sleeping-rooms 
capable  of  accommodating  46  lodgers  in  the  one  case  and  four 
sleeping-rooms  used  by  21  lodgers  in  the  other.  Structurally,  both 
houses  fall  short  to  a considerable  degree  of  the  officially  recom- 
mended standards  governing  this  particular  type  of  building.  By 
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the  end  of  the  year  the  dilapidations  in  one  instance  had  become 
so  serious  as  to  warrant  special  action.  Consequently  the  Medical 
Olhcer  of  Health  decided  to  officially  represent  this  house  in 
January,  1934,  to  the  Town  Council  as  an  individual  unfit  house 
which  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act  1930  cannot  be  rendered 
lit  at  a reasonable  expense,  and  a report  of  the  results  of  such 
action  will  follow  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1934. 

HAG  FLOCK,  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

A^o  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  have  been  24  inspections  of  rat-infested  premises,  resulting 
in  the  necessary  action  taken  by  occupiers. 

During  National  Rat  Week,  1933,  advertisements  were  inserted 
in  the  local  press  inviting  complaints  to  the  Department  but  did 
not  result  in  any  response.  An  article  on  the  subject  was  written 
by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  appeared  in  the  general 
news  columns  of  three  local  newspapers,  and  in  Batley  “ Better 
Health.”  The  absence  of  complaints  may  be  accounted  for  to 
a degree  by  the  fact  that  certain  occupiers  are  nervous  about  a 
visit  to  their  premises  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  fearing  possibly 
that  they  may  be  involved  in  expenditure  for  rat-proofing  and 
other  alterations. 


(c)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACTS,  1928. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  ia  Food)  Regulations,  1925. 

(This  section  is  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby). 

During  the  year  TV  samples  of  miscellaneous  foods  as  detailed 
in  Table  I were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
who  certified  TO  samples  to  be  genuine  and  T adulterated.  This 
represents  an  adulteration  figure  of  9 per  cent,  as  against  15  per 
cent,  for  the  previous  year.  Particulars  of  any  administrative 
action  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  adulterated  are  given  in 
Table  II.,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  legal  proceedings  were  not 
taken  in  any  instance. 

A further  comparison  shews  that  of  the  65  milk  samples  analysed, 
5 were  adulterated,  which  gives  an  adulteration  figure  for  milk  of 
8 per  cent.,  as  against  13  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year. 
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On  reference  to  Table  III,  which  gives  the  average  composition 
of  milk  samples,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  fat  content  of 
3.5  per  cent,  for  1933  was  not  quite  so  good  as  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year,  when  it  was  3.61  per  cent. 

On  page  49  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1932  the  need  for  a legal 
standard  governing  the  composition  of  potted  meat  for  sale  was 
stressed.  This  is  again  emphasised  by  the  results  of  two  samples 
of  potted  meat  taken  during  the  year  under  review.  In  one  in- 
stance (Sample  No.  1/31)  there  was  30  per  cent,  of  excess  water, 
that  is,  even  when  calculated  upon  the  informal  standard  adopted 
by  the  Public  Analysts,  whereby  a maximum  as  high  as  70  per 
cent,  of  water  is  allowed  in  genuine  potted  meat.  On  the  same 
low  standard  there  was  4.7  per  cent,  of  excess  water  in  the  second 
instance  (Sample  No.  2/12).  Obviously,  in  the  interests  of  the 
consuming  public  the  use  of  the  word  “ meat  ” in  any  description 
applied  to  the  sale  of  such  sprious  substances  as  these  should  be 
made  illegal.  It  is  also  interesting  to  refer  to  Sample  No.  1/18 — 
Black  Currant  Jam — in  respect  of  which  the  Public  Analyst  report- 
ed as  follows  : — 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  microscopical  examination  of  this 
sample  shows  the  presence  of  an  undue  amount  of  moula 
showing  that  the  fruit  used  in  its  preparation  has  been  fai 
“ from  fresh  ; at  the  same  time  the  sample  conforms  to  the 
usual  standards  and  it  must  therefore  be  classified  as 
“ genuine.” 

The  above-mentioned  sample  was  a very  cheap  article  not  bearing 
the  maker’s  name,  and  indicates  the  desirability  of  the  customer 
putting  confidence  only  in  the  reliable  brands  of  jam  and  other 
prepared  foods,  on  the  packings  of  which  well-known  manufac- 
turers of  good  repute  are  not  afraid  to  inscribe  their  names  and 
addresses. 

Table  IV  gives  the  results  of  examinations  of  various  foods 
for  preservatives  and  colouring  matters  controlled  by  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925.  It  will 
lie  seen  that,  in  all,  10  different  foods  were  examined  for  preser- 
vatives. Of  this  number,  7 are  in  a class  where  presevatives 
are  entirely  prohibited.  In  no  case  was  preservatives  detected 
in  any  of  these.  As  regards  the  remaining  3 samples,  comprising 
a class  in  which  preservatives  are  permitted  to  a small  degi’ee, 
preservative  was  again  not  found  in  any  sample. 
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No  sample  was  found  to  contain  any  colouring  matters  pro- 
hibited by  the  Regulations,  i.e.,  Metallic  Colouring  Matters,  Com- 
pounds of  Antimony,  Arsenic,  Cadmium,  Chromium,  Copper, 
Mercury,  J^ead,  Zinc,  Gamboge,  and  certain  Coal  Tar  Colours. 
So  far  as  it  is  safe  to  form  a conclusion  upon  the  limited  number 
of  samples  taken  locally,  it  would  appear  that  the  introduction 
of  dangerous  preservatives  and  colouring  matters  into  foods,  for- 
merly practised  to  a considerable  degree,  has  been  discontinued. 


TABLE  I. 

Particulars  of  Foods  sampled  and  Results  of  Analysis. 


Adulter- 

Doubt- 

Sample. 

Formal. 

Informal.  Genuine,  ated. 

ful. 

Total. 

Butter  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Kidney  Beans 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Canned  Cream  ... 

— 

1 

1 





1 

Jam  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Margarine  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Milk  

65 

— 

60 

5 

— 

65 

Potted  Meat  

1 

1 

— 

2 



2 

Pickles  

— 

1 

1 





1 

Sausage  

— 

2 

2 





2 

Pepper  

— 

1 

1 

— 

~ 

1 

Totals  ...  . 

66 

11 

70 

7 



77 
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TABLE  II. 

Administrative  action  taken  in  respect  of  samples  reported  by 
the  Public  Analyst  to  be  not  genuine. 


SdI 

No 

1/1 


1/4 

1/31 

1/34 


Nature  of  sample  and 
results  of  analysis. 


Remarks. 


Milk— Fat  2.84% 

Solids  not  fat  ...  9.04% 


Milk— Fat  ...  2.80% 

Solids  not  fat  ...  9.20% 

Potted  Meat — 

Excess  water  30.0% 


Milk— Fat  2.96% 

Solids  not  fat  ...  8.72% 


Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, before  whom  vendor  ap- 
peared and  was  given  a warning. 


Ditto. 


Informal  sample.  Reported  to 
Public  Health  Committee,  who  in- 
structed that  a formal  sample  be 
taken.  See  remarks  upon  Sample 
No.  2/12  taken  from  same  vendor. 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, who  instructed  that  a let- 
ter of  warning  be  sent  by  the 
Town  Clerk  to  the  vendor. 


1/42  Milk— Fat  

Solids  not  fat 

1/43  Milk— Fat  

Solids  not  fat 


2/12 


Potted  Meat — 
Excess  water 


2.74% 

9.20% 

2.76% 

8.84% 


Ditto. 


Renorted  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. who  instructed  that  fur- 
ther samples  be  taken.  Further 
samples  reported  “ Genuine.” 


4.7% 


Renorted  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. before  whom  vendor  (same 
as  for  Sample  No.  1/31)  ap- 
peared and  was  given  a warning. 
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TABLE  III. 


Monthly  Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. 


Analytical  ; 

Data. 

Milk  Fat, 

Non-fatty  solids 

Month. 

No.  of  Samples,  j 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

January 

' ■ 1 

8 : 

3.41  i 

8.96 

February 

4 

4.01 

9.18 

March 

5 ! 

3.60 

! 9.22 

April 

5 1 

3.44 

i 9.16 

May 

— 

— 

June 

10 

3.32 

9.03 

July 

— 

— 

— 

August 

10 

3.36 

8.95 

September 

— 

— 

— 

October 

8 i 

3.70 

9.00 

November 

5 

3.60 

8.99 

December 

10 

3.43 

9.06 

Average  for  the  year  1933  

3.50 

9.04 

Average  for  the  year  1932  

i 3.61 

8.97 

Average  for  the  year  1931  

’ 3.48 

8.90 

Average  for  the  year  1930  

3.58 

8.97 

Average  for  the  year  1929  

3.93 

9.01 

Requirements  of  the  Sale  of 

Milk  Regulations,  1901 

3.00 

8.50 

TABLE  IV. 

Articles  of  Food  examined  for  Preservative  in  accordance  with 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925. 


No.  of 

Nature  of 

Amount. 

Food. 

samples 

Preser- 

Remarks. 

examined. 

vative. 

Allowed. 

Found. 

Butter 

Canned  Kid- 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

No  prohibited 

ney  Beans 
Canned 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

colouring  matter. 

Nil. 

Cream  ... 

1 i 



Jam 

i 1 

Sulphur 

dioxide. 

40  parts  per 
million. 

Nil. 

Margarine 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Milk  

1 65 



Nil. 

Nil. 

Potted  Meat 

2 



Nil. 

Nil. 

Pickles 

1 1 

Benzoic  acid 

250  parts  per 

1 

million. 

Nil. 

Pepper 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Sausage  . . . 

2 

Sulphur 

450  parts  per 

! 

dioxide. 

million. 

Nil. 
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^d)  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINA- 
TION OF  FOOD  has  not  been  specially  required  during  the 
year  otherwise  than  for  milk.  Ordinary  chemical  examinations 
of  food  samples  have  been  made  as  usual  by  the  analyst  who 
generally  does  this  work.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  labora- 
tory is  also  available,  if  necessary. 

An  offer  by  the  County  Council  to  pay  the  analyst’s  fees— - 
amounting  possibly  to  £50  per  annum — was  declined  by  the  Cor- 
poration. In  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  this 
action  was  regrettable,  apart  altogether  from  the  financial  saving 
to  the  town. 

(e)  NUTRITION. — The  remarks  on  page  78  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1930  may  be  taken  to  apply  equally 
to  1933.  The  publication  “ Better  Health  ” ceased  to  appear  in 
Batley  during  the  year.  It  was  very  helpful  in  disseminating 
Knowledge  with  the  object  of  improving  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity, but  was  never  looked  upon  with  favour  by  the  Corpora- 
tion. Some  excellent  articles  were  contributed  monthly  by  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hornby,  but  in  view  of  the  lack 
of  interest  and  opposition  encountered  even  he,  an  enthusiast, 
ultimately  became  disheartened. 

Some  of  his  compositions  were  : — 

Pure  air  and  its  importance  to  Health.” 

‘‘  Dangers  to  Public  Health — The  Slum.” 

“ Germ  life  and  its  influence  on  Public  Health.” 

“ Smoke  Abatement : The  need  for  an  increased  Public  Interest.” 

” The  Public  Health  Department  and  Health  Education.” 

” Servants  of  Public  Health  : The  Domestic  Bath.” 

” Pasteurised  Milk  and  its  relation  to  Public  Health.” 

” Dangers  connected  with  summer  foods.” 

The  Slum  Problem  and  its  solution.” 

The  ^ Why  ’ and  ^ Wherefore  ’ of  National  Rat  Week,  1933.” 

Mr.  Hornby’s  views,  with  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  in  agreement,  are  expressed  below  : — 

In  consequence  of  the  al)sence  of  support  by  the  local  govern- 
ing body  the  benefits  of  this  most  useful  instrument  to  further 
health  education  were  lost  to  the  town  as  from  December,  1933. 

The  publishers  made  a final  effort  to  prevent  its  withdrawal 
by  sending  a special  representative  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
support  of  local  advertisers. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1933. 


Total 

Oases 

Notified 

NUMBER  OF  CASES 

NOTIFIED. 

Cases 

DISEASE. 

Under 
1 year 

1—2 

years. 

2—3 

years 

3—4 

years. 

4—5 

years. 

5-10 

years 

10—15 

years. 

1 

15—20 

years. 

1 

20—35 

years. 

35—45 

years. 

45—65 

years. 

65  and 
over. 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

31fi 

1 

.5 

8 

ii 

27 

157 

84 

io 

9 

*4 

309 

4 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

46 

•• 

2 

1 

6 

3 

20 

10 

4 

44 

7 

tjTJhoid)  

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia  

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable— 

40 

1 

4 

3 

1 

9 

1 

5 

6 

4 

5 

*i 

12 

*2 

Erysipelas  

13 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  

2 

1 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  ... 

Totals 

419 

1 2 

7 

13  i 

20 

31 

137 

97 

1 15 

23 

10 

12 

2 

1 370 

18 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 
THE  40  YEARS,  1890-1929. 


YEARLY  AVERAGES  (10  Yearly  Periods). 


1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

tO' 

to 

1899. 

1909. 

1919. 

1929. 

1899. 

1909. 

1919. 

1929. 

Brt.  forward  303.6 

199.1 

360.2 

144.5 

*Measles  

. 

142.7 

— 

Continued  Fever  — 

. 

0.1 

0.1 

Smallpox 

56.1 

19.1 

0.8 

11.5 

Puerperal  Fever  2.7 

1.5 

1.6 

0.7 

Diphtheria 

51.8 

29.6 

56.3 

20.4 

„ Pyrexia  

— 

— 

1.0 

Erysipelas 

37.3 

12.8 

15.9 

11.0 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Scarlet  Fever 

93.8 

90.7 

50.3 

60.4 

Meningitis  

— 

0.1 

0.1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

0.4 

0.1 

& Diphtheria 



— 

0.3 

Ophthalmia 

Enteric  Fever 

' 64.6 

46.9 

15.2 

3.4 

Neonatorum  

— 

11.3 

3.9 

Paratyphoid 

Pulmonary 

Fever  





1.4 

Tuberculosis  

■ 

85.0 

48.5 

Pneumonia  ... 

. 

67.0 

35.8 

Other  forms  of 

Malaria  

. 

12.0 

0.2 

Tuberculosis  

— 

31.2 

13.1 

Dysentery 

— 



0.1 

Encephalitis 

DetharR-ica 

— 

— 

0.4 

fChickenpox  ...  

. 

2.3 

Car.  forv/ard 

303.6 

199.1 

360.2 

144.5 

306.3 

200.6 

489.9 

214,7 

* Measles 

was 

notifiable 

from 

:!916  to  1919. 

fChickenpox  was  notifiable  from  12th  October,  1929,  to  11th  January- 
1930. 
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As  a result  of  tins  effort  a sufficient  number  of  orders  from 
l)rivate  traders  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  magazine  for  a 
further  period,  provided  certain  Trading  Departments  of  the 
Corporation  would  renew  their  advertisements  and  maintain  the 
support  previously  given.  Unfortunately  the  responsible  Com- 
mittees withdrew  ‘this  support  and,  as  already  mentioned,  the 
free  supply  of  one  thousand  copies  monthly  of  Batley  “ Better 
Health  ” was  lost. 

W hilst  fully  recognising  that  the  Corporation  Trading  Depart- 
ments must  be  run  on  a strictly  business  basis,  and  not  in  the 
least  blaming  them  as  departments  for  their  action  in  this  par- 
ticular instance,  one  cannot  escape  the  impression  that  the  dis- 
appointing facts  given  reveal  a regrettable  lukewarmness  on  the 
part  of  the  Public  Health  Authority  as  a whole  in  Batley,  so  far 
as  the  important  subject  of  health  education  is  concerned. 

The  following  is  a quotation  from  the  Annual  Beport  for  1932. 
It  is  applicable  to  1933,  the  figures  for  that  year  being  incorrect, 
as  for  many  years  previously. 

“ It  is  common  knowledge  that  throughout  the  country  cases 
are  notified  as  one  or  other  of  the  scheduled  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  which,  on  further  observation,  prove  not  to  be  as  origin- 
ally diagnosed.  The  position  is  the  same  in  Batley.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Isolation 
Hospitals — which  are  controlled  by  separate  Boards  and  are 
under  the  medical  superintendence  of  general  practitioners  in 
Birstall  and  Dewsbury  respectively — by  which,  should  there  be 
any  change  in  the  diagnosis,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Batley  may  be  informed  in  the  case  of  Batley  patients ; he 
would  be  enabled  thus  to  correct  the  register  of  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases  and  inform  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  as  re- 
quired when  submitting  his  weekly  returns.  Unfortunately  this 
is  not  done,  and  the  result  is  an  annual  table  which  is  untrust- 
worthy.’’ 

The  following  remarks  by  Dr.  Hammerton,  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Dewsbury  .Joint  Hospital,  in  his  annual  report  for 
1933,  taken  from  the  local  press,  explain  what  is  meant : — 

“ During  the  year  many  patients  were  admitted  as  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  who  were  not  suffering  from  that  disease  .... 
All  sorts  of  cases  are  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever,  such  as 
Measles  (17  cases).  Chicken  Pox  (27  cases),  Broncho  pneu- 
monia (1  case).” 


SMALLPOX 


On  Saturday,  September  9th,  a case  ot  true  Asiatic  Smallpox 
was  removed  from  Latley  and  JJistrict  Hospital.  According  to  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  patient  s relatives  he  was  a man 
aged  52  who  all  his  working  life  had  been  employed  as  a rag  dyer 
111  another  town.  He  attended  a football  match  on  Saturday, 
September  2nd,  apparently  in  his  usual  good  health.  After  dinner 
on  the  following  day,  Sunday,  he  complained  of  indisposition  and 
went  to  bed.  On  Monday  a doctor  saw  him  and  prescribed  medi- 
cine. On  Tuesday,  September  5th,  this  doctor  advised  the  patient's 
removal  to  Batley  Hospital  in  view  of  his  symptoms  pointing  to 
the  possibility  of  an  abdominal  operation  being  necessary. 

On  Saturday,  September  9th,  he  was  removed  to  the  Oakwell 
Smallpox  Hospital,  having  been  unconscious  for  some  two  days, 
where  he  died  the  same  evening.  A full  report  of  the  case  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  at  once  sent  to  the  Ministry  ol 
Health,  with  whom  correspondence  followed.  The  patient  had 
been  vaccinated  once  only,  in  1916,  and  shewed  three  scars.  Forty- 
eight  contacts  were  traced  and  kept  under  observation  for  16  days. 
The  Public  Vaccinator,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  did  a number  of  vaccinations  and  many  people  were 
vaccinated  by  their  own  doctors,  but  having  regard  to  the  opposi- 
tion raised  by  the  Council  during  the  last  smallpox  epidemic  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  refrained  from  carrying  out  his  duty  in 
this  respect  as  laid  down  by  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Pre- 
vention) Regulations  1917.  On  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  the  Governors  of  Batley  Hospital  closed  the  institution  for 
sixteen  days. 

Ten  days  later  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  asked  by  a 
Dewsbury  doctor  to  see,  in  consultation  with  him,  a woman  aged 
28  who  resided  in  Batley.  This  proved  to  be  a case  of  Variola 
Minor.  There  was  no  connection  in  any  respect  between  the  two 
cases  although  the  most  minute  investigations  were  made.  Twenty- 
four  contacts  were  traced  and  kept  under  the  usual  observation. 
The  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  and  made  a normal  recovery. 

In  the  fatal  case  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of 
infection  but  after  full  investigation  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
he  contracted  it  from  rags  handled  by  him.  It  is  realised  how 
easy  it  is  to  make  this  assertion,  although  definite  proof  cannot 
be  produced.  In  the  second  case  it  was  never  possible  to  estab- 


61 


lish  the  source  of  infection.  No  other  cases  occurred  and  what  at 
iirst  ai)i)cared  to  be  a possible  coniinencement  of  an  outbreak  of 
Asiatic  smallpox  in  Batley  got  no  further.  I cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  very  hard  work  day  and  night  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors and  1 am  particularly  mindful  of  the  great  assistance 
lendered  l)y  Mr.  Hornby. 

SCARLET  FEVER  was  epidemic  in  Batley  during  the  whole  year 
in  common  with  many  other  parts  of  Yorkshire.  The  type  was 
mild.  Notwithstanding  continuous  visitation  of  the  schools,  where 
occasionally  children  were  found  to  be  actually  suffering  from  the 
disease  or  in  the  peeling  stage,  warnings  issued  to  the  clergy  and 
ministers  of  all  denominations  against  allowing  jumble  sales  or 
social  functions  which  promote  the  assembly  together  of  many 
persons,  threats  to  parents  who  allow  their  children  to  attend 
school  when  obviously  not  in  normal  health,  the  closure  of  cine- 
matographs and  the  swimming  l)aths  for  periods,  and  daily  warn- 
ings in  the  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors,  the  disease  continued 
to  flourish  until  the  year  end.  The  only  satisfaction  was  that 
Batley,  admittedly  heavily  infected,  was  not  as  badly  hit  as  some 
neighbouring  towns. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  tables  at  the  commencement  of  this 
section  and  to  the  table  shewing  accommodation  in  the  homes 
which  follows  the  remarks  upon  diphtheria.  There  were  seventeen 
return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  On  December  16th  information  was 
received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  that  the 
Board  had  passed  a resolution  as  follows  : — 

TREATMENT  OF  CASES  IN  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  House  Committee  considered  the  question  of  treatment  of 
further  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Resolved  : — That  in  view  of  the  unusually  large  number  of  patients 
now  in  the  Hospital,  the  inability  to  obtain  further  accommodation 
by  arrangement  with  other  hospital  authorities  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  inadvisability  of  admitting  patients  to  the  Hospital  largely 
in  excess  of  its  capacity,  the  Board  be  recommended  to  inform 
the  constituent  authoidties  that  patients  can  be  admitted  for  treat- 
ment only  where  conditions  make  it  impossible  for  patients  to 
be  treated  satisfactorily  at  home,  such  restriction  to  operate  until 
the  Medical  Superintendent  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Board  are 
again  in  a position  to  admit  all  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease 
usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


r)IPHTHEIlIA  was  notified  on  46  occasions.  The  type  was 
severe.  There  were  7 deaths.  Antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Cor- 
poration to  practitioners  free  upon  request.  198,000  units  were 
distributed  during  the  year  at  a cos  of  £l6  Is.  9d.  Remarks  upon 
diphtheria  immunisation  appear  on  page  61  of  the  Annual  Report 
for  1931.  The  position  is  similar  to-day. 

The  remarks  pursuant  to  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  applicable  here  also. 

TABLE  SHEWING  THE  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  OF 
CASES  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  AND  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1933. 


The  number  of  patients  from  houses  overcrowded  according  to 
the  Registrar-GeneraTs  standard  of  a maximum  of  two  persons 
per  room,  is  shewn  by  the  figures  above  the  thick  line. 

Out  of  the  362  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  a total  of 
92  or  25.4  per  cent,  resided  in  overcrowded  houses  at  the  time  of 
notification. 

ENTERIC  FEVER.  It  is  prol^aljly  correct  to  say  no  case 
occurred  in  Batley  during  the  year  so  far  as  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  aware.  A death  was  certified  to  be  due  to  Typhoid 
Fever,  but  the  facts  on  investigation  were  against  the  accuracy 
of  the  diagnosis. 

The  patient  was  a man  aged  35  who  had  an  undoubted  attack 
of  Enteric  Fever  ten  years  previously  and  whose  record  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Health  Department.  He  had  also  been 
inoculated  against  enteric  when  in  the  Army,  I was  informed.  He 
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commenced  to  l)e  ill  on  October  fltli.  On  October  28th  the  prac- 
titioner received  the  report  of  a Widal  examination  of  the  blood 
which  had  been  made.  This  was  positive,  as  would  be  expected. 
The  patient  died  on  the  morning  of  October  29th.  A notification 
certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  Entei’ic 
Fever,  dated  October  28th,  was  received  on  October  30th. 

The  death  cei-tificate  stated  the  cause  of  death  to  be — 1,  Broncho- 
pneumonia ; 2,  Typhoid  Fever. 

PUFRPFRAL  FFVFPv  and  PUFRPFllAF  PYRFXIA.  No 
notifications  were  received. 

PNEUMONIA  (Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal)  was  noti- 
fied 40  times.  The  regulations  respecting  the  notification  of  this 
disease  are  largely  ignored  by  practitioners,  although  there  is  an 
improvement  upon  previous  annual  figures. 

ERYSIPELAS  was  notified  13  times.  No  special  comment 
called  for. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS.  Two  cases  were  notified, 
(1)  a boy  aged  6 who  was  notified  and  removed  to  hospital  on 
Februaiy  5th,  died  the  following  day,  and  whose  death  certificate 
stated  the  cause  to  be  Acute  Meningitis  ; and  (2)  a man  aged  21 
who  was  admitted  to  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital  on  Novem- 
l)er  11th,  notified  and  removed  to  the  Oakwell  Isolation  Hospital 
on  December  1st  and  died  February  18th,  1934. 

INFLUENZA  called  for  no  special  comment,  there  being  no 
epidemic  of  the  disease. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  be- 
come known  to  the  department  principally  through  the  agency  of 
Teachers,  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses,  School  Attendance 
Officer,  Parents,  etc.  During  1933  Head  Teachers  notified  239 
and  the  School  Attendance  Officer  80  cases. 


The  average  weekly  number  of  scholars  excluded  either  as 
patients  or  contacts  during  the  year  for  notifiable  or  non-notifiable 
diseases  was  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  

47.7 

Mumps  

0.43 

Diphtheria 

..  6.5 

Ringworm  

0.11 

Para  Typhoid  Fever  .. 

. Nil. 

Impetigo  

0.93 

Measles  

...  15.3 

Contagious  Ophthalmia  ... 

Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  

8.9 

Scabies  and  Itch 

Nil. 

Chickenpox  

. 16.6 

Verminous  Conditions 

4.43 

Smallpox  

0.20 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Nil. 
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No  locally  contracted  case  of  ANTRAX  or  RABIES  was  noti- 
fied during  the  year.  Epidemic  jaundice,  undulant  fever  or  psitta- 
cosis was  unknown  and  rheumatic  fever  called  for  no  special 
comment. 

No  compulsory  cleansing  of  VERMINOUS  PERSONS  was  re- 
sorted to,  but  many  scholars  were  cleansed  from  vermin  by  their 
parents  under  threat  of  prosecution. 

3.  (a)  CANCER  DEATH  RATE.— The  following  table  gives 

figures  during  the  last  25  years. 


Year 

No. 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Year 

No. 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Year 

No. 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

1909 

34 

1.06 

1917 

46 

1 3 

1925 

49 

1.3 

1910 

39 

1.05 

1918 

51 

1.5 

1926 

53 

1.5 

1911 

34 

0.9 

1919 

39 

1.1 

1927 

55 

1.6 

1912 

32 

0.8 

1920 

56 

1 5 

1928 

55 

1.6 

1913 

40 

1.08 

1921 

42 

11 

1929 

62 

1.8 

1914 

40 

1.08 

1922 

41 

1.1 

1930 

57 

1.6 

1915 

36 

0.9 

1923 

38 

1.0 

1931 

60 

1 7 

1916 

47 

1.3 

1924 

53 

1.4 

1932 

63 

1.8 

1 

1933 

61 

1.8 

The  death-rate  per  1,006  from  Cancer  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1932  was  1.5.  The  1933  figures  are  not  yet  available. 

Cancer  Research  is  continued  locally  at  the  Leeds  University, 
in  conjunction  with  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign. 

(b)  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Sec.  66  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local 
facilities  appearing  to  be  sufficient. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  1933. 


j 

Year 

CASES 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

Treated 

Notified  j 

j At  Home  | In  Hospital 

’ 

1933 

None  i ..  i 

* 1 

•• 
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(c)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  Section  62. 
No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  during  1933. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BATLEY,  1933. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

Age 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

1 

5 

2 

5 

... 

3 

15 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

25 

2 

3 

1 

2 

• • • 

35 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

45 

2 

1 

• . • 

1 

• •• 

• . • 

55 

1 

1 

2 

1 

65  A upwards 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

14 

11 

3 

6 

6 

5 

1 

4 

The  relationship  between  notification  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths 
from  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  covers 
the  period  between  January  1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1933  : — 


Death  before  notification  ...  101  Death  6 months  after 15 

Death  1 month,  or  under  Death  7 months  after 16 

after  notification 158  Death  8 months  after 8 

Death  2 months  after 49  Death  9 months  after 6 

Death  3 months  after 28  Death  10  months  after 4 

Death  4 months  after 18  Death  11  months  after  9 

Death  5 months  after 16  Death  12  months  and  over  ...  119 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1933  was  3 to  16,  or  18.8  per  cent. 

The  Regulations  respecting  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are 
largely  ignored. 


Housing  conditions  of  patients  notified  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  15  years  1919  to  1933  were  as 
follows  : — 


1 Male  and  1 Female  for  whom  no  particulars  re  housing  conditions  are  available. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  place  upon  record  the  various  good 
services  rendered  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  through  their 
devotion  to  duty,  often  under  very  discouraging  circumstances. 

To  Mr.  Hornby,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  I am  particularly 
indebted  for  assistance  in  the  compilation  of  this  Annual  Report, 
and  otherwise,  on  many  occasions.  He  is  a most  efficient  officer  and 
agreeable  colleague. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer’s  Department, 
Batley, 

February,  1934. 


